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the Extraordina 1 ws they have Enac- 
Gove the Ku gdom. 


To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 


| ER ANGID. 
Lord GUILFORD. 


My Lox, 


p MO NGT thereal Satisfatti- 

opa attendant on Authors, that 

of Dedicating their Mritings to 

Men Eminent for their Honour, 

|  Generoſity, Virtue, Leal, and Abi- 

lities for their Country's Service, is undoubtedly 
the Greateſt. 

On all theſe Accounts, the World < ill con- 
feſs, 1 have made a Judicious Choice of your 
Lord ſhip for my Patron. Tour being one of 
the PROTESTING LoRDs, en the ma- 
ny Occaſions during the Laſt Parliament, is 
an Honour ſufficient to your Lordſhip ; and 
abundantly convincing that your Principles 

and Politics are commendably Virtuous: And 
Immortal Fame be the Great Reward of 
Great and Commendable Actions, there is no 
Room to doubt but it wilt be your Lordſhip's. 
Jam bold in Addreſſing my Labours to 


7 you * 


your Lordſhip, becauſe I am well ſatisfied of 
your Lord ſhip's Candor ; and t hat you wiſh ub 
Ill but Proſperity to Great Britain, and its 
HONESTPARLIAME NTS: My Pretenſi- 
ons to a Liberty of this Kind, next to my be- 
ing a Relation of a Reverend Divine who 
was many Tears Chaplain to your Lord ſhip's 
Excellent Father, the Lord Keeper Guilford, 
are wholly grounded upon your Lordſhip's Good- 
neſs. 
In the following Pages, I have every where 
endeavourd to be Impartial in my Enquiries, 
and what F have communicated : Here your 
Lordſhip vil ſee what All the Parliaments 
of England, in all Reigns from their firſt ſum- 
moning to this Time, have done for the King- 
dom ; and that ſome of them might have beha- 
ved themſelves in a Manner leſs Blameable, I 
preſume we have the Strongeſt and moſt Lively 
Teſtimonies. | 
The Actions of the Bad ought not to be Ex- 
amples for the Time to come, but thoſe of the 
Good t be only Imitated; and as an Inſtruc- 
tion of this Nature, was my principal Mo- 
live to this Undertaking, ſo 1 am to hope 
That alone will Juſtify me and my Conduct to 
our Lordſhip. I am with great Eſteem, 


My LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble, 
Moſt Obedient, and 


Devoted Servant, 


ASHORT 


HISTORY 


Parliaments of ENGLAND. 


HERE is nothing can be more 
curious, in the Eugliſß Hiſtory, 
than the Tranſactions of our Par- 
liaments, particularly of the Com- 

mons, who are the Guardians of 
the Liberties of the People of England. It 
is the Commons of England, who have al- 

ways made a Stand againſt Arbitrary Pow- 
er: *Tis by their Means, our weak and Ty- 
rannical Governors have been kept within 
due Bounds, the Succeſſion of the Crown 
has, in many Reigns, been Settled, "Treaties 
been Ratified, our Trade and Commerce ex- 
tended, and the Balance of Power in Eu— 

robe maintain'd. {0 
Our Commons in Parliament are the great 

Fence of Property ; by them we are Fu: 


(2) 
ed in our Rights and Privileges : Tis they 
are the Dam of Liberty ; and we cannot have 
an Inundation of Miſchief, ſo long as we 
have in Being a Brztifh Parliament. 

But I do not mean by a Britiſh Parlia- 
ment, a Penſioner Parliament, a Rump Par- 
liament, or a Parliament made by Bribery : 
Theſe are not to be call'd Britiſß Parliaments, 
becauſe they are choſen not by the People, 
but by Money; And we have never known 
our Liberties in Danger, but when our Par- 
laments have been made by ſome other 
Means than the Choice of the People. 

A Parliament we had lately, has ſuffi- 
ciently evidenced this Truth. We ſhould 
not have had ſo many extraordinary Laws 
made by the laſt Parliament, if the laſt Par- 
liament had not been made by extraordina- 
ry Methods: And the great Objection to 
their Conduct, is no other Way to be an- 
Wert by their Friends, than the Neceſſity 
of it. 

But great is the Unhappineſs of that 
Country, wherein Neceſſity is made a Plea 
for general Ruin; and Deſtruction is to be 
bought and ſold in the Markets of King- 
doms. I hope this will not be our Caſe in 


any future Times: Nay, it muſt not be, | 


while any Engliſþ Spirit is remaining. 
TR 406. be 1 Pretence for Neceſſi- 
ty, on any Account, but where it has. an 
apparent and undoubted Tendency to the 
Publick Benefit. No Man can- juſtify the 
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robbing another of his Goods and PoſſeMſi- 


ons, by ſaying he wanted them for his own 
Support; and tho', by a humane Conſtruc- 
tion of our ancient Laws, a poor wretched 
Perſon was not, in Times paſt, to be Sen- 
tenc'd to die for ſtealing of Victuals merely 
to ſatisfy his Hunger, yet we ſeldom find that 
any Pretence of Neceſſity will excuſe ſuch 
a Criminal from an untimely Exit. 

For if this Pretence of Neceſſity were al- 
ways, or ever allow'd, it would be always 
pleaded, and by that Means the Law be Eva- 
ded: And as to Robbery of the Publick, can 
we eaſily gueſs, where it would end, ſhould 
it ſtill have Continuance? Will any Fortune, 
or any Power, fatisfy ſome Men? I think, it 
is plain by many late Occurrences, they will 
not. 

Since therefore Neceſlity is in no Caſe to 
be allow'd as a Plea for ill Actions, let us 


examine a little into the other Reaſons that 
may be given for the Corruption of our 


Parliaments in general. 

The greateſt of theſe Reaſons, I take to 
be the Purſuit afrer Titles and Honours ; 
not to mention particularly Places and Pre- 


ferments. When a Man has got Poſſeſſion 


of a plentiful Fortune, at the Expence of the 


Publick, his next Ambition is Promorion to 


the Peerage. He wants no longer to Repre- 
ſent the People he has Plunder'd and abus'd, 
but to Repreſent himſelf, and ſecure himſelf 
ſome Reſpe& from that World, which other- 
5 B 2 wiſe 
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wiſe would deſpiſe him: He'll then have Scan- 
datum Magnatum on his Side; and thoſe who 


dare to reproach him with his Crimes, it will 


be in his Power to Puniſh and Silence. 

Beſides, it is a very fine Thing to have a 
Britiſh Coronet: With an ambitious Man, 
it is worthy all Endeavours, tho' never ſo 
criminal; and there is not an Action ſo black 
or ſo hortid that ſome Perſons would not 
perpetrate, to Lord it over their Fellow - Crea- 
tures. | 

But as theſe Inſtances, I hope, are few, I 
ſhall not deſcant on the numerous Miſchiefs 
which might poſſibly ariſe from thence : 
Our Commons are not, at this Time, ambi- 
tious gf Titles and Honours, and if they 
were devoted to them, we have a Prince on 
the Throne ſo juſt to his People, as not to 
make Crimes a Step to Nobility. 

Next to Avarice and Ambition, (thoſe in- 
ſeparable Companions to Ill Men) there is 
nothing ſo much contributes to the Miſcar- 
riages of Parliaments, as the Acceptance of 
Penlions. A Penſion is an extraordinary 
Bribe; a Reward not for ſpeaking, but often 


to prevent it. It is generally contrary. to all 


other Bribes; for other Bribes ſomething is 
to be done by the Perſons who receive them; 
here, nothing is to be done by thoſe that are 
bribed: They are ty'd down by Money to 
make no Oppoſition, and to permit what is 
never fo derogatory to their Principles, and 
the Intereſt of the People, to be enacted in- 
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toa Law : They, by Silence, conſent to, and 
as it were ſign and ſeal the Fate of their 
Country. | | 

A Penſioner Parliament is a Parliament 
of Slaves; and what can be expected from 
theſe Repreſentatives but Slavery to thoſe 
they Repreſent ? This is no more than natu- 
ral to expect; and I take it, the People of 
England are by no Means fo effectually to 
be made Slaves, as by a Penſioner Parlia- 
ment. 

The Luft after Penſions ſprings from Am- 
bition ; *'tis a collateral Branch from that 
flouriſhing Stock : It enables a Gentleman 
of a ſmall Eſtate, to make a ſplendid Fi- 
gure; to ſet up Coaches and Equipages 3 
to enjoy his Pleaſures, and his Miſtreſſes; to 
go to Maſquerades, to Balls and Diverſions, 
and all at the eaſy Expence of his Country's 
Ruin. | 8 

There is not a Miſchief that does not, 
ſome Way or other, flow from Ambition. 
The Deſire of Riches and Honours, and the 
Methods us'd to obtain them, are owing to 


Ambition. What is it gives Succeſs to an ill 


Cauſe, makes Stateſmen Traitors, and Prin- 
ces Tyrants, generally ſpeaking, but Ambiti- 
on ? What is it lays Kingdoms waſte, Butchers 
the Innocent, and gives Deſtruction to Li- 


berty, but Pride and Ambition? 


In ſhort, all the Calamities of Life are 
chiefly to be attributed to Pride and Am- 
bition: And as theſe Vices have ever had 


Foot- 
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Footing in this Kingdom; fo it is no Won- 
der, that our Parliaments, in all Reigns, have 
in ſome Meaſure been tainted by them. 
?Tis from theſe alone, that many bad Laws 
have been enacted, and great Revolutions 
have happen'd in the Affairs of the Publick. 
Yet, where theſe Vices have not been pre- 
dominant, we have had frequent Miſcon- 
ducts in the Senate, thro' other Accidents 
equal in Conſequence, tho' not equally blame- 
able: Such as the Crime of Negligence in 


Parliamentary Attendance; from whence I 


am confident much more Miſchief has enſu- 
ed, than from any Thing elſe that can be na- 
med after what I have enumerated. 

A Man who, by Negligence, ſuffers a ru- 
inous Law to be made, is next to the Penſi- 
oner ; he is not the Maker of that Law in- 
deed, but he is in ſome Senſe the Author 
of it, becauſe without his Negligence it would 
never have paſs'd. A Man who is preſent, 
when a Murder is perpetrated, and uſes not 
his Endeavours to prevent it, is a Criminal 
in the Eye of the Law: Tho' he is a Stran- 
ger to the Perſon aſſaulted, he is obliged to 


do what in him lies ro-avert the Injury: 


And ſhall our Members of Parliament, who 
are fo far from being, Strangers to us, that 


they are our Repreſentatives, look on and 


ſee their Country violated, which they 
are in Duty bound to preſerve, and not be 
in the higheſt Degree criminal? No! I think 

W ry not! 
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not ! certainly there can be no Apology for 
theſe Men. 

Beſides theſe Gentlemen, there are others 
guilty of a.criminous Behaviour in the Houſe 
of Commons, tho? few of them think ſo. I 
have often very much admir'd, that Men of 
Senſe, of Learning, and Abilities in the Par- 
lament, ſhould be entirely influenc'd by a 
few leading Members, oftentimes of much leſs 
Underſtanding, tho much more Aſſurance 
than themſelves. Nothing can. be a greater 
Scandal to our Senate than this. One would 
imagine, in ſome of our Reigns, the whole 
Art of Speaking, and Gift of Eloquence of our 
great Houſe of Commons, that of half a Score 
Members excepted, were wholly confin'd to 
the two Monoſyllables, Jes, and No. 

I have known the Time, when we have 
not had above fix Speakers in the Parliament- 
Houſe, and yet this very ſmall Number has 
byaſs'd the reſt: ?Tis theſe that govern their 
numerous Brethren, and indeed the whole 


| Kingdom; and whenever they have pro- 
pos'd any Thing uncommon, it has been 


uſually tranſacted to the Reproach of the 


Whole Body. 


When a Parliament is thus manag'd, the 
Members that compoſe it are like Cattle in 
a Team, the foremoſt is fat and ſleek, and 


| has a Feather on his Forehead, but the o- 


thers are in Appearance in a lean Condition, 

and the hindmoſt are ſure to feel the Weight 

of the Burden. | 8 
Thoſe 


Thoſe I have mention'd are the chief 
Cauſes of the Miſcarriages of our Parlia- 


ments, which I could wiſh were remov'd : 
1 ſhall now proceed to my Hiſtory of the 


Parliaments of England, from the firſt ſum- 
moning the Commons to Parliament to this 
Time, and to ſhew the Uſe they have made 
of their Parliamentary Power. 

The firſt Parliament of England, recorded 
by our Statutes, was that which aſſembled 
Anno 9. Hen. III. when Magna Charta, the 


great. Charter of Engl;fp Liberties, was made 


and confirm'd. 

This Charter ordains, that the Church of 
England ſhall be Free, and'her whole Rights 
and Privileges be maintain'd inviolable; That 
the City of London, and all other Cities, Bo- 
roughs, and Towns, ſhall enjoy their antient 
Rights and Liberties; That no Man ſhall be 
amerced for a ſmall Offence, but after the 
Manner, and in Proportion to the Crime ; 
That no one ſhall be put to his Law on the 
bare Suggeſtion of another, but by lawful 
Witneſſes; That no Freeman ſhall be taken 
or impriſon'd, or be depriv'd of his Free- 
hold or Liberties, be outlaw'd, exiłd or 
condemn'd, but by Judgment of his Peers, 
and the Law of the Land; and that no Man 
{ſhall be denied Right and Juſtice. | 
_ Theſe are {ome of the Liberties of the Sub- 
ject, granted and confirm'd by Magna Char- 
ta, and worthy preſerving to lateſt Poſteri- 
ty : They are ſuch perhaps that no King- 
9 dom 
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dom can claim but Great Britain ; and ſuch 
as are only due to its Subjects. | 

In this Reign, the Charta de Foreſta, was 
alſo confirm'd, which granted to Freemen 
certain Privileges isi to Deer and other 
Game: There was likgwiſe paſs'd the Sta- 
tute of Merton, Which appoints to Women 
a Remedy for their Dbwer; and by this 
Statute, the Biſhops in Parliament conſent- 


ed, that thoſe who were born before the 


Marriage of their Parents ſhould be declar'd 
Legitimate; but the Temporal Lords ob- 
jected againſt it, and would not condeſcend 
that the Laws ſhould be changed. 

The other Statutes of this King were for 
ſettling the Prices of Bread and Ale; the 
Statute of the Pillory and Tumbrel, relating 
to Falſe Weights and Meaſures ; for the 
King's Farmers to account; for taking Di- 
ſtreſſes, Replevin, &c. and touching Pleas and 
Actions. 98 

It was in this Reign that Taxes were 
granted; and that a Parliament was call'd 
at Oxford, the Proceedings wherein were 
of ſo violent a Nature, that it was ſtil'd In- 


ſanum Parliamentum, or the mad Parlia- 


ment: And this Parliament choſe twelve of 
the chief Peers of the Realm, to maintain 
and execute the Laws they had enacted. 
This was a ſufficient Cramp to the Royal 
Prerogative; and yet the Authority of the 
Engliſh Parliament was at this Time, in ge- 


neral, but very inconſiderable; being lit- 
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tle more than a bare Conſent to what was 
propos'd and granted by the King: Since 
thoſe Days, our Parliaments have propos'd, 
and our Kings conſented; ſo great an Alte- 
ration has the Legiſlative Power ſuffer'd in 
this Kingdom. * 

In the Reign of Faw. I. a great many 
Laws were made. Firſt, the Statute of Meſt- 
minſter 1. which ordains that the Peace of 
the Church ſhall be preſerv'd; that all Per- 
ſons ſhall be ready to purſue Felons, where 
a Felony 1s committed, by Hue and Cry; 
that Rape ſhould be puniſh'd with Fine, and 
two Year's Impriſonment ; and that Offen- 


ders convicted of Larceny, not exceeding the 


Value of 124. and others guilty of Offences 
not puniſhable with Loſs of Life, were to 
be Bail'd out of Priſons. 

That no Diſtreſs for Rent ſhall be dri- 
ven out of the County; and no Diſtreſs or 
Attachment be had againſt any Perſon for 
a Debt he oweth not; That Waſte ſhall not 


be committed by Guardians, during the Mi- 


nority of Heirs, and Heirs within Age ſhall 
not marry without Conſent of Guardians 
That an Attaint ſhall be granted, in Plea 
of Land on falſe Inqueſts; Eſſoin ſhall be 
allow'd ; Robbers of Parks, Fith ponds, &*c. 
{ſhall be puniſh'd by Fine and Impriſonment; 
and alſo Maintainers of Suits, Pleas, and of 


Quarrels, Extortions, exceſſive Toll; and the 


Crime of Slander. 


AS 


rr 
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As to the laſt Part of this laſt Statute, it 
runs thus; Foraſmuch as there have been 


« oftentimes found Deviſors of Tales, where- 


ce by Diſcord hath ariſen between the King 
& and his People, and the great Men of the 


c Realm: It is ordain'd, that from hence-_ 


“ forth none ſhall tell or publiſh any falſe 
& News or Tales, whereby any Diſcord or 


& Occaſion of Difcorq.or Slander may grow 
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« between the King and his People, or the 
great Men of the Kingdom, on Pain of Im- 
« priſonment. | 

This is the firſt Statute of Scandalum Mag- 
natum, which is enlarg*d by a Statute made 
in the Reign of Rich. IE. and the Uſe that 
has been made, and which is commonly made 
of both theſe Laws, I have already menti- 
on'd in my Introduction. 

The other Statutes of this King, were the 
Statute of Enquiry of Extent of Manors; 


The Statute de Officio Coronatoris, which ob- 


liges Coroners to enquire where a Man has 
been kill'd, how he was ſlain, where, by 
whom, and who were preſent; to commit 
the Offender, and enquire of his Goods and 


Lands forfeited to the Crown: The Statute 


of Glouceſter, which directs in what Actions 
Damages ſhall be recovered ; That no Suit 
ſhall be brought in the King's Courts for 
Goods, under 4os. Value. And if a Perſon 


> kill another in his own Defence, Fighting, 


he ſhall be pardon'd : It alſo directs how Ap- 
G2 peals 
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peals are to be brought for Murder, within 
a Year and a Day, Go. 

The Statute of Mortmain was now like- 
wiſe paſs'd, forbidding the Alienation of 
Lands to Religious Perſons on Pain of For- 
feiture; a great Grievance to the Church 
and its Prieſts. And alſo the Statute of the 
Exchequer, call*d. thè Statute of Rutland, by 
which the Bodies of Shires are to be writ- 
ten in Annual Rolls, Fallies to be made out, 
and Commiſſioners tò be {ent into Counties to 
enquire of the King's Debts: The Statute of 
Meſtminſter 2. relating to Gifts in Tail; 
Dower of Lands; Uſurpations of Advowſons; 
Proſecution of Servants and other Accompt- 
ants; Execution for Debt; Enquiry of Waſte; 
Writ of Nuſance, Aſſize, Eſſoin, &c. how 
many, and what Perſons in the County, to 
be return'd on ſuries; and to make the 
Crime of Rape Felony in the Raviſher. 

In this Reign was made the Statute of 
IV:ncheſter, which enacts, That freſh Suit 
ſhall be made after Felons, from Town to 
Town, and County to County; That the 
Country ſhall anſwer, if Robbers are not 
apprehended; and that Night-Watches are 
to be kept: The Statute of Weſtminſter 3. 
concerning Grants and Feoffments: The Sta- 
rute of Quo Marranto, relating to Liberties 
of Franchiſes; of Fines, Vouchers, Waſte, Con- 
ſultations, ec. For the Marſhal of the King's 
Houſhold to hold Plea; the King's Bench 
to follow the King; the Inhabitants of Coun- 
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ties to make Choice of Sheriffs, (a Privilege 
long ſince loſt) a Law againſt Conſpirators; 
Eſcheators ; a Statute of Protection; of In- 
queſt ; Excommunication; the Statute of Ire- 
land; and the 34 Ed. I. which ordains that 
the King ſhall levy no Tax without his Par- 
lament. 
During this Reign the Parliament of Eng- 
land began to raiſe its Head, a certain De- 
monſtration of the Growth of Liberty; for 
Liberty cannot increaſe but with the Pow- 
er of the People, lodg*d in their Repreſen- 
tatives : The King Advis'd with his Parlia- 
ment in his Wars; and declat'd to thoſe 
who were about him, that it was not in his 
Power without Conſent of Parliament to 
make void any Law. _ 

* And it was in this King's Time, that the 
Barons of the Realm, aſſembled in Parlia— 
ment, inſiſted upon the Independency of the 
Crown of England, againſt the Pope and all 
foreign Potentates; which gave the firſt | 
Shock to the Papal Authority in the King- 

dom of Great Britain. | 

t The Reign of Edw. II. began with the 

e Statute of Knights and Knight's Service: A 

. Knight's Fee was at this Time 20/. a Lear; 

- | and all Perſons who had Freehold Eſtates of 

s | that Value, were diſtrain'd for Knight's Ser- 1 | 

vice, and obliged to bear Arms. Next to * 

s this Law, was the Statute Articuli Cleri made 

h þ at Lincoln; it contains certain Articles re- 

n- lating to the Church and the Clergy, parti- 

es ET cularly 
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cularly as to Prohibitions granted for Tithes, 
Laying violent Hands upon Clerks, Penance 
for Defamation, c. and ordains that Di- 


ſtreſſes ſhall not be taken in the Highway, 


or the ancient Fees of the Church. 
The Statute of Sheriff was now alſo paſs'd, 


which enaQts that Sheriffs of Counties ſhall. 


be aſſignd by the Lord Chancellor, Trea- 
ſurer, Barons of the Exchequer and the Ju- 
ſtices ; and in the Abſence of the Chancel- 
lor, by the Treaſurer, Barons and Juſtices : 
And that none ſhall be Sheriff unleſs he have 


ſufficient Lands within the Shire whereof 


he is Sheriff, to anſwer the King and his Peo- 


ple. By this Law the Privilege of Election 


of Sheriffs by the People ceas'd; and now it 
is veſted in the Crown; for the Lord Chan- 
cellor at this Day makes a Liſt of diverſe 
Names, out of which the King appoints one 
for every County. 


Other Ordinances, are the Statute of Jork, 


concerning Inqueſts and Plea of Land to be 
taken by Ni prius, and judgment there- 


upon; returns of Writs in Liberties to be 


made by Indenture between Sheriffs and Bai- 
liffs; and Officers of Cities and Boroughs 
are prohibited to ſell Wine or Victuals du- 


ring their being in Office; but this is al- 


ter*d : The Statute of E/omms, which directs 
in what Caſes Eſſoin will be allow'd, and in 
what it will not: The Statute of Carliſſe, 
by which Conuſors of Fines are to come per- 


ſonally before the Juſtices, that their Defects, 


(if 
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(if they have any, as to Age, Idiocy, &c.) 
may be diſcern'd ; and by this Law Com- 
miſſions may be iſſued for taking a Fine in 
the Country. 

Alſo the Ordinance for Bakers, Brewers, 
and Victuallers, directing the Aſſize of Bread, 
and Weights and Meaſures; the Prices of 
Bread and Beer to be afleſsd according to 
the Price of Corn; Butchers ſelling unwhol- 
ſome Meat to be puniſhed by Amercement, 
and for the ſecond Offence be ſet on the 
Pillory ; and Foreſtallers of Markets likewiſe 
thus to be puniſh'd: The Statute for View 
of Frank- pledge, directing the ſeveral Ot- 


fences, Stewards of Leets are to Enquire 
1nto, and Puniſh: The Statute of Ho- 


mage and Fealty to Lords of Manors; and 
the Statute of Prerogativa Regis, illuſtrating 
the Prerogative of our Kings, as to Wardſhip 
of their Tenants, Primer, Seiſin, &c. The 
Cuſtody and Preſervation of the Lands of 


Idiots and Lunaticks; Wreck of the Sea, 


Whales and Sturgeon ; Eſcheats of Biſhops ; 
Lands of Felons attainted, wherein the Kin 


is to have Year, Day, and Waſte, and after- 


wards the ſame is to be reſtor'd to the Lord 
of the Fee. | 


Theſe were the Laws of this King; who 


was but ſlightly eſteem'd of by both Lords 
and Commons: His Favourites inſulted the 
Nobility, entic'd him to Lewdaeis and De- 
bauchery, and to quit the Society of his 


Queen ; which brought upon him many aad 
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(16 ) 
grievous Troubles: And tho' his Favourites 
were at length Baniſh'd by the Parliament, 
all would not ſatisfy the diſguſted Peo- 
ple. 

For a Revolution happening in the City 
of London, attended with. a Civil War, the 
King was taken, and firſt put under an ho- 
nourable Reſtraint; afterwards he was Im- 
priſon'd; and the Parliament adjudg'd that 
Edu. II. was no longer fit to wear the Crown 
of England, and for his Male-Adminiſtrati- 
on Depos'd him, whereupon his Son was de- 
clar'd King in his Stead. 

This ſhort piece of Hiſtory ſufficiently 


Thews what ſome of our Eugliſbß Princes have 


brought upon themſelves by a too ſtrict At- 
tachment to their Favourite Miniſters, when 
obnoxious to the People, and by the extra- 
vagant Purſuit of their Vices. 

I now come to a Reign, glorious in Hi- 
ſtory, that of the famous King Edw. III. 


This King confirm'd Magna Charta; and the 


Liberties of Cities and Boroughs; enacted 
that Juſtices ſhould be aſſigned to keep the 
Peace in every County; (the firſt Inſtitution 


of Juſtices of Peace by Statute-Law) and de- 
clar'd that no Pardon ſhould be granted to 


Offenders, in Caſe of Murders, but where 


a Man kills another in his own Defence or 
by Misfortune: He enacted, by Aſſent of 


the Lords and Commonalty of the Realm, 
That no Commandment from the King, 
even under his great Seal, ſhould diſturb 
8 or 
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„ 
or delay Juſtice to the Subject: That all 
Merchant Strangers might come into, and 


go out of this Kingdom with their Merchan- 


dizes: All of them excellent Laws, wor- 
thy of a great Prince, and of the greateſt 
Advantage to the Liberties and Trade of 
Great Britain. | 

He alſo limited the Authority of Juſtices 
of Goal-Delivery, in the ſeveral Shires of 


England; and of Juſtices of Aſſiſe; ordain'd, 


That a Parliament ſhould be holden once in 
every Year, and oftner if there were Occaſi- 
on: Made a Law for Reverſal of Outlawries ; 
for the Apprehending and Impriſoning of 
Night-Walkers; and Enacted that Marſhals 


of Priſons ſhould not let out to Bail thoſe 


committed to their Charge. 

The Statute of Money was paſs'd in this 
Reign, whereby all Perſons were prohibi- 
ted to convey Gold or Silver out of the 
Realm, without the King's Licence, on Pain 
of Forfeiture ; and fo ſtrictly was this Law 
put in Force, that Hoſtlers of Inns had Pow- 
er and were obliged by Oath to ſearch their 


Gueſts : Falſe Money was alſo prohibited by 


this Statute to be brought 1nto this King- 
dom. Tranſportation of Wool was made 
Felony ; and no Cloths made beyond Sea 
were to be brought into England; but Cloth- 
Workers were invited by the King to come 
into his Dominions, and encourag'd by Li- 


W berties and Privileges granted them, to ſet- 
W tle in this Kingdom, which occaſion'd our 


Cloth- 
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Clothing-Trade (the great Support of the 
Poor of this Nation) firſt to Flouriſh and in- 
creaſe amonſt us. 

Many were the other Laws made by this 
King, equally tending to the publick Wel- 
fare ; his Subjects were pardon'd of Offences; 
Delays of Courts to be redreſs'd by Parlia- 
ment; Sheriffs were to continue in their 


Offices but a Year, and to have the keeping 


of Goals ; Buſhels and Weights were to be 
made according to the King's Standard, and 
ſent into every County. It was enacted, 


That the Realm of England and the People 


thereof ſhould not be ſubject to the King 
or Kingdom of France: That the Peers of 
the Realm and great Officers for great Of- 
fences ſhould be tried in Parliament : And 
that the Judges were to take an Oath, well 
and truly to counſel the King, to take no 
Reward for doing Juſtice, to adviſe no Man 
where the King 1s Party, to maintain no 
Plea, and deny no Man Right, but in all 
Things to execute the Laws. 5 
Perſons able in Body, who had not where- 
withal to live, were obliged to go to Ser- 
vice: Foreign Merchants to buy and {ell 
within this Realm without Diſturbance ; and 
Staples were erected at ſeveral Towns: The 
Statute of Proviſion and Præmunire, de- 
claring that the King and other Lords may 


Preſent to Benefices, and not the Biſhop of 


Rome ; and that none ſhall ſue in a Foreign 
Realm, where the King's Courts in this King- 
dom, 


(19). 

dom, have Conuſance: And the Statute de 
claring what is Treaſon, as to compaſs or 
imagine the Death of the King, Queen, or 
Prince, violate the Queen's Perſon, levy War 
againſt the King, counterfeit his Seal or Coin, 
Cc. were enacted in this Reign. 

In this King's Reign a Sublidy was grant- 
ed by the Lords and Commons, in reſpect 
of the Wars, and for obtaining and Main- 
tenance of the King's Rights ; the Ninth 
Fleece of Sheep, and Sheaf of Corn, and 
the Ninth Part of Goods of Citizens and 
Burgeſſes, were given to the Crown: But 
in this Infancy of Taxation, our Parliaments 
proceeded with very great Caution, (I could 
wiſh they would always do ſo) for they enact- 
ed that the Sublidy given ſhould not be an 
Example to Time to come, nor prejudice 
the Subject; and that all the Money that 
ihould be levied, ſhould be expended in the 
Wars, for which it was granted. 


And fo well was this Money applied, and 
ſo brave were the People of England at this 
" | Time, that the Engliſb Arms were every 


n where Victorious; The Kingdom of France 
was conquer'd by the Engliſh, the French 
1 > King and the Prince his Son, with ſeveral 
other Kings, were taken Priſoners by Ed- 
ward the Black Prince: And for Gallantry, 
none of the Reigns of our Engliſi Monarchs 
ever came up to that of Edward III. 
This glorious Reign was ſucceeded with 
that of the unfortunate Richard II. It was 
D 2 now 
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now enacted, that Peace ſhould be kept, and 
Juſtice be done to all Sorts of Perſons ; That 
Merchants might buy and ſell without In- 
terruption ; That thoſe who publiſh'd falſe 
and ſcandalous News relating to the Peers 
and great Officers of the Realm ſhould be 
Impriſon'd, till they produced the firſt Au- 
thors of the Scandal. 

The Laws of the Church, and the Sta- 
tutes of the Realm were confirm'd ; Laws 
were made to prevent. the Tranſportation 
of Money, and to reſtrain the King's Sub- 
jects from going out of the Realm without 
Licence, on Pain of forfeiting their Goods ; 
but theſe Prohibitions did not extend to the 
Nobility : It was ordain'd that no Perſon 
ſhould enter into Lands or Tenements, but 
where Entry is given by Law, and in a peacea- 
ble Manner, without Force: That Accounts 

in the Exchequer ſhould be more ſpeedily 

determin'd than they had been in Times 
paſt : That Perſons ſummon'd to the Par- 
liament ſhould give their Attendance or be 
Puniſh'd ; and Sheriffs make Returns. 

Actions of Debt, Accompt, ec. by a Law 
made in this Reign, were to be commenc'd 
in the County where they ariſe, and the 
Contracts were made: Aliens prohibited to 
purchaſe any Benefice of the Church with- 

[ in this Realm, or to occupy the ſame : Offi 
FR cers in the Government to be appointed not 
\ for Reward, but Deſert : The Authority oi 
the Conſtable and Marſhal, and of the Lord 

| High 
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High Admiral of England were declar'd ; 


the Admirals Juriſdiction extends to any 
Thing done upon the Sea; and the Conſta- 
ble hath Conuſance of Contracts relating to 
Arms and War out of the Realm, and o- 
thers within the Realm, which cannot be 
tried by the Common Law. 

A Subſidy was in this Reign given for 
keeping of the Sea: Several Perſons were 
attainted of High-Treaſon for rebelling againſt 
the King; and others were pardon'd by 
Acts of Indemnity : A Commiſſion was grant- 
ed by this King to certain Noblemen to En- 
quire ofand Reform the Abuſes in the Realm; 
they had Power to ſurvey and examine the 
State of the King's Houſe, Courts and Pa- 
laces, all his Officers and Miniſters, Rents, 
Revenues, Gifts, Grants, Alienations, Mo- 
ney, Bullion, Priſoners and Towns taken in 
War, Cuſtoms, Subſidies, all Receipts, Re- 
wards, Patents, c. But this Commiſſion 
was afterwards repeal'd, as being obtain'd 
by Threats and Conſtraint of the King ; 
and it was declar'd, that no ſuch Commiſſion 
ſhould be hereafter granted. 

Impeachments in Parliament were now 


very frequent, and the Innocent oftentimes 


brought to the Scaffold: For this King, 
tho? ſeveral good Laws were made in his 
Reign, had tor ſome Time a Parliament 
and Favourites,who did not fail to adviſe their 
weak and ambitious Prince in many Things 
fatal to himſelf and the whole g 
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6 
The Parliament granted him a Poll- Tax up- 
on all Perſons above 14 Vears of Age, the 
Levy ing whereof occaſion'd a dangerous Re- 
bellion: And many were the Rebellions of 
this Reign, which at laſt ſo far prevail'd, 
that beſides the Commiſſion for Enquiring 
into and Reforming publick Abuſes, the King's 
neareſt Favourites were taken and beheaded; 
and Articles being exhibited againſt the King, 
the Facts he acknowledeg'd, and Reſign'd his 
Crown and Kingdom to Hen. IV. his Suc- 
ceſſor. 
In the Reign of King Hen. IV. the Liber- 
ties of the Church and former Laws were 
ratified; which, in all our antient Reigns, 
was the firſt Thing tranſacted: The Lord 
Mayor of London was empower'd to redreſs 
Errors, Defaults and Miſpriſions committed 
in the City; and the Fees of the Marſhal's 
Court were limited: Sheriffs ordain'd to be 
reſident in the County, and not to let 
their Bailiwicks to Farm : And Attornies to 
be examin'd by the Juſtices, who were to 
be Men of good Fame, ſworn well and tru- | 
ly to execute their Offices. Judgments gi- 1! 
ven in the King's Courts, were to continue 8 
untilReverſal by Error; and Perſons diſſeiſed 4 
of their Eſtates to bring Writs of Aſſiſe. 
A Statute of this King makes it Felony |* 
to cut out the Tongue, or pull out the Eyes d 
of another: And this was enacted on Ac- 0 
count of Offences of this Nature, where Rob- 4d 
beries had been committed, to prevent Ac- F? th 
* | cuſation; 4 F 
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cuſation : Juſtices of the Peace and Sheriffs 
are to arreſt thoſe which commit Riots ; En- 
quire into them, and Certify into the King's 
Bench, in Order to the Puniſhment of the 


' Rioters there; Jurors on Indictments to be 


return'd by the Sheriff without the Deno- 
mination of any other Perſon. Merchants 


bringing Merchandizes into this Realm, and 


ſelling the ſame here, to beſtow the Money 
they receive upon other Merchandizes of this 
Kingdom. | 

Knights of the Shire ſummon'd to Parlia- 
ment, are to be Elected at the next County 
Court to be holden after the Delivery of the 
Writ, and Proclamation is to be made in 


4 full County of the Day and Place of aſſem- 


bling the Parliament, and that all that are 
there preſent ſhall attend and proceed to the 


Election freely and indifferently, notwith- 
= ſtanding any Requeſt or Commandment to 
the contrary : And after they are choſen, the 
Names of the Perſons Elected, are to be writ- 
ten in an Indenture under the Seals of all 
the EleQtors, and be tack'd to the Writ, which 
2 ſhall be the Sheriff's Return thereof: And 
Sheriffs making a falſe Return, are liable to 
2 a Forfeiture of 100 /. | 


The Part of this Statute which requires, 


That Elections ſhall be made freely and in- 
differently, without any Regard to Requeſts 
or Commands to the contrary, is very well 
delign'd; but how well executed, I leave to 
= thole Perſons to determine, who have made 


it 
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it their Buſineſs to influence Elections, and 
deſtroy that Freedom which was anciently 
obſerv'd, before any ſuch Thing as Bribery 
was known in the chuſing of our Parlia- 
ments. | 

Of all the Statutes of this Reign, that of 
Entailing the Crown on the King and his 
Four Sons, is the moſt remarkable. It is as 
follows: At the Requeſt and by the Aſ- 
& ſent of the Lords and Commons in Par- 
< lament aflembled, it is Ordained and Enac- 
© ted, that the Inheritance of the Crown 
ce and of the Realms of England and France, 
“ and of all the other Dominions of our Lord 
«< the King beyond the Sea, with the Appur- 
«< tenances, ſhall be Settled and Remain in 
« the Perſon of our Lord the King, and in 
e the Heirs of his Body begotten: And it is 
« ordained, decreed and declared, That the 
« Lord Prince Henry, eldeſt Son to our Lord 
the King, be Heir apparent to Succeed him 
4 in the ſaid Crowns, Realms, and Domini- 
& ons, and to have them after the Deceaſe 
« of the King, to him and the Heirs of his 
«< Body begotten: And if he die without 
„ Heirs of his Body begotten, then the faid 
„ Crowns, Realms and Dominions ſhall re- 
« main to the Lord Thomas, Second Son of 
% our Lord the King, and to the Heirs of his 
« Body begotten: And if he die without Iſ- 
4 {ue of his Body, that then the ſaid Crowns, 
« Realms and Dominions, ſhall remain to 
« the Lord John, the Third Son of our 1 

4c Lor 
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« Lord the King, and to the Heirs of his Bo- 
dy begotten : And if he die without Heirs 
„of his Body begotten, that then the ſaid 
« Crowns, Realms and Dominions {hall re- 
% main to the Lord Humfrey, the Fourth 
; « Son of our ſaid Lord the King, and the 
| « Heirs of his Body begotten. 
| I need not ſay, that this Statute confirm'd 
the Hereditary Succeſſion to the Crown of 
England in the Line of this King, ſince the 
many Limitations therein fully demonſtrate 
it: But I do not from hence take upon me 
to affirm, that our Parliaments have not al- 
ter'd the Hereditary Right of the Crown, 
when they have thought the Welfare of the 
Publick has requir'd it: And even in this 
Caſe, the Hereditary Right was not in the 
King himſelf, he being a Deſcendant of a 
younger Brother, and a Prince deſcended 
from the elder Branch of the Royal Fami- | 
ly was then living. 5 f 
Many excellent Laws were made by the — 
Parliaments in this Reign, which I have alrea- 
dy mention'd; And notwithſtanding there 
were many Plots, Conſpiracies and Rebelli- i 
ons againſt the King, he by his own per- 
ſonal Valour, Wiſdom and Penetration, Con- 4 
uer'd them all, and liv'd to be as diſtinguiſh'd 14 
for his Fame as his Predeceſſor was branded 
for his Infamy. 5 
Ihe Reign of Henry V. was productive of 
very few Statutes. Biſhops were e mpow- 
er'd to Enquire of and Reform Abuſes of Hoſ- 
N 1 pitals; 
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pitals; Juſtices of the Peace to be reſident in 
the Counties wherein appointed, and to hold 
their Seſſions four Times a Year ; Commil- 
lions to be awarded to enquire of Riots, and 
of the Juſtices Defaults therein, and Rioters 
to be puniſh'd with a Year's Impriſonment ; 
Letters of Marque to be granted to any of 
the King's Subjects, with whom Truce is 
broken upon the Sea; breaking of Truces 
and ſafe ConduQts is made High Treaſon ; 
as is alſo Clipping, Waſhing and Filing the 
Money of this Kingdom, by Statutes enact- 
ed in this Reign. 

By a Law now made, Jurors who pals 
upon Trials relating to the Life of a Man, 
and who try Cauſes and Pleas Real and Per- 


ſonal, are to have 40s. a Year. Knights of 


the Shire choſen in every County, to reſide 
in the County for which they ſhall be cho- 
ſen, the Day of the Date of the Writ of Sum- 


mons to Parliament; the Electors of Knights 
of Shires to be alſo reſident in the ſame Coun- 


ty. And Citizens and Burgeſſes of Cities and 
Boroughs are to be elected out of thoſe who 


are Citizens and Burgeſſes inhabiting within 


and free of the ſame Cities and Boroughs. 


The latter Part of this laſt Statute, is ſo 
very well regarded in our modern Elections, 


that Jam inform'd ſome of our Candidates 
have been no otherwiſe Reſident in, or 
Free of Boroughs, or known to the People, 
than their Money, on the Day of their be- 
ing choſen, has proclaim'd; and that were 

It 
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it not for the Returns of the Writs, the Elec- 


tors would many of them be Strangers to 


their Names. | 
This King had Supplies granted him by 
his Parliament, but not being enough for 
the Maintenance of his Wars, he pawn*d his 
Crown for a large Sum of Money : Ina Par- 
liament held at Leiceſter, he was importu- 
nately advisd to ſuppreſs Religious Houſes, 
becauſe they were ill manag'd, and inſtead 
of promoting Religion, were the Nurſeries 
of Idleneſs, Pride and Gluttony. Et 
How much this alarm'd the Abbots, Monks 
and other Eccleſiaſticks, is eaſie to imagine: 
They thought their Harveſt at an End ; but 
this great Work was reſerv'd for another 
Henry, much lower down in the Hiſtory of 
our Princes. 
A Treaty of Peace with France was peru- 
ſed and Ratified by the Lords and Commons 
in Parliament in this King's Reign: And in 
many other Reigns, our Parliaments have 
been conſulted in making Peace and War. 
The Reign of Henry VI. being a great deal 


longer than that of his Anceſtor, a great ma- 
ny more Statutes were enacted by this Prince 


than his Predeceſſor ; tho* the greateſt Part 
of his Reign he was only a Minor. The 
Liberties of the Church and of Cities and 


Boroughs were confirm'd : The Office of 
the Mafter and Aſſayers of the King's Mint 


were appointed, to convert into Coin all the 
Gold and Silver brought to the Mint : Silver 
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Plate to be mark'd, and to be of a certain 
Fineneſs, under certain Penalties: Licence 
granted for the Tranſportation of Corn; 
and Commiſſions of Sewers ordain'd fur re- 
pairing of Damages ſuſtain'd by Inundation 
of Waters. 

The Clergy of the Convocation, and their 
Servants and Families, to have the ſame Li- 
berty and Protection as Members of Parlia- 
ment: Every City and Borough to have a 
common Balance and Weight, or be liable 
to Penalties and Forfeitures : Juſtices of the 
Peace to enquire of forcible Entries : The 
Judges to amend and reform Defects in Re- 
cords, occaſion'd by Miſpriſions of Clerks : 


Inqueſts of Jurors to be De medietate Lin- 


guæ (one half of the Jurors Denizens, and the 
other half Aliens) where an Alien 1s Party, 
in any Cauſe or Suit: Upon Indictments 
remov'd into the King's Bench, Proceſs a- 
warded : Suits before Juſtices of Peace, or 


| Commiſſioners not to be diſcontinued by a 


new Commiſſion : Juſtices of the Peace to 


have 20 J. a Year Eſtate in Lands, unleſs 


they are Gentlemen of the Law, and to be 
choſen out of the molt worthy Perſons. 
Soldiers departing from their Colours with- 
out Licenſe trom their Captains were decla- 
red guilty of Felony : And by this Law, Ju- 
ſtices of Peace had. Power to enquire into, 
hear and determine Offences of this kind: 
But ſince it is got into the Hands of the Ar- 
my, and Councils of War; No one to be 
i com: 


(29 ) 
compel'd to enter into a Bond or Obliga- 
tion: Officers of the Cuſtoms not to diſtrain 
Ships or Goods, by Colour of their Offices, 
for any unlawful Cauſe, as to extort Money 
from the Proprietors, on Pain of 40, and 
Cuſtomers not to have Ships of their own, 
to uſe Merchandize, be Factors to others, 
or keep a Wharf or Inn: Theſe Laws were 
made and ordain'd by the Parliaments of 
England in this Reign; and alſo ſeveral o- 
| thers relating to Elections of Members of 
Parliament. 5 
By a Law now made, a Chuſer of Knights E 
of the Shire muſt be reſident within the 4 
County, and have a Freehold Eſtate of 40 5. 4 
per Annum: Counties are to be aſſeſsd for 14 
levying of Wages for Knights of the Shire, 4 
(I think 6 5. 8 d. a Day) to enable them to ſup- mY 
port the Expence of attending the Parlia- 
ment. Sheriffs after the Receipt of Writs, 
to deliver their Precepts to Mayors and Bai- 
lifts of Cities, Boroughs, c. in their Coun- 
ties, requiring them to make Elections of 
Members,andReturns by Indenture between 
them and the EleQors; and foraſmuch as 
Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes had been 
return'd which were never duly choſen, 
this Statute inflicts Penalties on Sheriffs, 
making undue Returns of Knights of the 
Shire, and on Officers of Corporations. If 
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any Knight, Citizen or Burgeſs lawfully re- 
Jturn'd ſhall be put out, and another put in 
his Place; the Perſon put in his Place if he | 
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fits in the Parliament, ſhall forfeit 100 J. to 
the King, and 100 J. to the Member return'd. 
And Knights of the Shire are to be elected 
out of the moſt notable Knights and Eſ- 
quires of the ſame County. How very much 
molt of theſe Statutes are neglected, I have 
no Manner of Occalion to mention. 

The Parliaments of this Reign, in their 
Political Capacities, did a great many un- 
common Things. The King being of weak 
Underſtanding, and his Council baſe and 
treacherous, as Fame had reported, had va- 
rious Turns of Fortune: In the Rebellions 
againſt him, he was taken Priſoner by his 
Succeſſor ; who pretended a better Right to 
the Crown than himſelf, and by a Parlia- 
ment, calPd at London, was declar'd Protect- 
or of the Kingdom. 

He had the preſent Poſſeſſion of the Crown 
conferred upon him; and the King, who had 
been as it were King and no King for a great 
many Years, had at laſt only the Name and 
Title for Life. 
In the Reign of Edward IV. the Laws of 
King Henry IV, V, and VI. were confirm'd. 
It was enacted that Merchants ſhould not 
bring into this Realm any Wares ready 
wrought; which was a very great Hindrance 
to the Artificers of this Kingdom, in purſu- 
ing their Callings and getting their Liveli- 
hoods : Cloth was likewiſe prohibited to be 
imported from Foreign Countries; Clothiers 
were obliged to fix Seals to their Cloths, to 


make 
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make them of certain Lengths and Breadths, 
and not to uſe Flocks or other deceitful Stuff. 
And Woollen Yarn and Cloth to be FulPd 
before they were tranſported to any other 
Countrey, on Pain of Forfeiture. 
Mayors, Bailiffs, and chief Governors of 


Cities, Boroughs, and Corporate Towns, to 


have the ſearching and ſurveying of Wine, 
Ale, Beer, and other Victuals: The Court 
of Pipowders, in Fairs, to have Conuſance 
of Contracts made in the Time and ju— 
riſdiction of ſuch Fairs: Aulnage D ties 
tor ſealing of Cloths were in this Reign let 
to Farm by the Lord Treaſurer of England : 
And no Perſons under the Degree of a Lord 
were to wear any Gown or Mantle, but of 
ſuch a Length; ſo carefully did our antient 
Statutes provide againſt the Exceſs of Ap- 
parel; which of late Years has done very 


great Miſchief to theſe Kingdoms. 


It is owing to an Exceſs of Apparel, Pride 
and Luxury, that the moſt fatal Calamities 
have attended this Nation; for the Support 
of theſe, Avarice and Ambition join, and 
what two ſuch formidable Enemies to So- 
ciety can do, we have wofully felt: Where 
Pride and Luxury abound, the Meaſures to 


ſupport them muſt be extraordinary ; and 
7 


many are thoſe Perſons in this Age, who had 


rather go upon the Highway to make a Fi- 


gure, than take Pains in an honeſt Profeſſi- 


on for a bare Subſiſtence and mean Appear- 


ance in Life. 
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Several Ordinances were made in the Reign 
of this King for the Payment of a Subſidy of 
Tonnage and Poundage; granted to the King 
during his Life. The King alſo demanded 
an Aid of his Subjects, by Way of Benevo- 
lence; tho? all would not ſecure him from 
Rebellions, Inſurrections and Misfortunes ; 
for a Parliament being called, when he and 
his Army had been defeated, Things were 
driven to that Extremity, that the King and 
his Adherents were attainted of High Trea- 
ſon ; and the Crown entaiPd upon the Heirs 
of King Hen. VI. 

But the King recovering from his Difti- 
culties, ſoon re-obtain'd his Regal Power, 
and with the Aſſiſtance of his Parliaments 
was Reveng'd of his Enemies. The Entail 
of the Crown was made void ; and the King 
laid his Claim to the Kingdom of France, 
which he might alfo have recover'd, had not 
his Courtiers been bribed by the French King 
to bring their Maſter to Terms of Accom- 
modation. 6D 5 
By this we find that Bribery is of ancient 
ſtanding in this Kingdom, and has always 
been capable of Miſchief abroad as well as 
at home. 

Edward V. was the next of our Princes 
who had a Right to the Crown of England; 
but as he was very young, he was barbarouſly 
murder'd by Richard III. fo that no Law 
was enacted in this Reign (if it can be fo 
call'd) which only had Continuance for a 
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very few Months, till the Ambition of Rich. 
ard had puſhd its Way to advance him to 
the Throne. 

This Interval of Time was a Sort of Inter- 
regnum, Wherein the vileſt Butcheries were 
committed to make a Monſter King : The 
Laws were ſilent, and no Parliament conſult- 
ed; for theſe are not of Uſe to conſtitute a 
Tyrant. 

When Richard III. came to the Crown, 
one of the firſt Laws paſs'd was in Favour 
of the Subject; It Enacted that the People 
of England ſhould not be charged with any 
Benevolence to the King: Jultices of the 
Peace had Power granted them to let Pri- 
foners to Bail or Mainpriſe; and Officers 
were not to ſeize the Goods of Felons, un- 
til they were convicted of the Offence which 
entitled their Forfeiture: Aliens were re- 
ſtrain'd from being Handicraftsmen, and to 


make Cloth in this Realm; Merchandizes 
were not to be brought hither ready wrought; 


and Veſſels of Wine, imported in this Kings 
dom, were to be of ſuch a Meaſure, and 
gaug'd by the King's Gaugers. 

Some other good Laws were made in the 


Reign of this King to cover the Treacheries 


that had been tranſacted ; particularly the 


Statute of Fines, which ordains that Fines 


{hall be openly read and proclaim'd in the 
County where the Lands lie, at the General 
Quarter-Seſſions of the Peace; and that then, 
and not till then, the Fine ſhall conclude 
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Privies and Strangers ; except Women Co- 
vert, Infants, Perſons in Priſon, out of the 
Realm, or non compos mentis. 

Strangers to Fines, ſuch as are not Par- 
ties or Privies, have five Years Time after 
Proclamation, to Enter and Claim their 
Right; and the like Time have Infants, after 
they arrive at Age, Feme Coverts after the 
Death of their Husbands, Priſoners abroad 
after their Enlargement, and Lunaticks after 
they are Cured of their Maladies. IT have 
mention'd thus much of this Statute of Fines, 
as it is the moſt general Law we have on 
this Head, and concerns the Eſtates and In- 
heritances of this Kingdom; to which I may 
add, that ſo tender are our Laws as to Pro- 
perty, that if a married Woman is to Levy 
a Fine with her Husband, of her own Lands 
or her Jointure, before it can paſs, ſhe is firſt 
to be privately Examined, if ſhe conſents to 
the paſſing it freely, and that it be not ex- 
torted from her by Violence and Compullion. 

The Parliament, in this Reign, Recogniz'd 
the Title of Richard; but his Reign was but 
hort, for Vengeance purſued him, and gave 
him the Doom due to his Tyranny. It is 
remarkable (amongſt many other extraordi- 
nary Executions during this Reign) that a 
Gentleman was hang'd for his Satirical Ta- 
tents, and only Writing a Couplet of Verſes 
on the King, which it ſeems ſo well fitted 
him, that they could not be applied to any 
other Perſon. 


King 


1 

King Henry VII. ſucceeded Richard, and 14 
many Laws were Enacted in his Time. Prieſts 
were to be puniſh'd for Incontinency : The 
Court of Star-Chamber was Erected (ſince 
taken away) for puniſhing of Offences, com- 
pos'd of ſeveral great Perſons, as the Lord 
Chancellor, Treaſurer, and Lord Privy Seal, 
calling to their Aſſiſtance a Biſhop and a 
Temporal Lord and the two Lord Chief Ju- 
ſtices. It was made Felony to carry away a 
Woman againſt her Will, that had Lands 
or Goods, or was Heir apparent to her An- 
ceſtor. 

Deeds of Gift of Goods and Chattles made | 
to defraud Creditors to be void : Juſtices of ” 
Peace to execute their Commiſſions, and 
cauſe the King's Proclamation to be read, 
ſetting forth rheir Duty in the Execution of 
the Laws: Clergy to be allow'd but once to 
Felons : Perſons that attend upon the King 
to ſerve him, not to be attainted of Trea- 
fon for what they do by his Commandment : 
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Poor Perſons not able to proſecute Suits for | 
d Recovery of their Rights, to ſue in Forma 17 
£ Pauperis, and have Councel and Attornies j 
© | aflign'd them Gratis, and allo Proceſſes out * 
s of the ſeveral Courts: Plaints in County + 
Courts of Sheriffs to be entred, when rhe 0/4 
2 Þ Plaintiff or his Attorney is preſent ; and but 4 
one Plaint to be entred for one Cauſe. 4 
* A Law was now made for Preſervation 79 
d of the Game, inflicting a Penalty on thole Br 
who ſhould take Pheaſants or Partridges, or 
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350 
their Eggs, upon the Ground of any other 
Perſon. Corporations not to make Ordinan- 
ces or By-Laws to the Diminution of the 
King's Prerogative, or without the Appro- 
bation of the Lord Chancellor, Treaſurer, or 
Juſtices, under the Penalty of 40 J. Where 
Writs of Error are ſued to delay the Plain- 
tiff of his Execution, Coits and Damages to 


be awarded, if the Judgment be affirm'd. 


Sheriffs to have the Cuſtody of Common 
Goals, and the Priſoners therein ; and to be 
puniſh'd for negligent Eſcapes, by Fine dil- 
cretionary in the Juſtices. 

Braſs and Pewter to be of a certain Good- 
neſs, be mark'd by the Owners, and openly 
ſold in Fairs or Markets, or the Owners 
Houſes, Gold or Silver Coin not to be 
brought into this Kingdom from Ireland, or 
be carried thither; the Coins current 1n 
this Realm to continue, and be taken for the 
Sums that they were Coin'd, ſo as they are 
not diminiſh'd otherwiſe than by wearing, 
and altho? they are crack'd; and Perſons re- 
fuſing to take Money in Payment may be 
compel'd by Magiſtrates and Chief Officers 
of Towns: But Money that is clip'd ſhall 
not be accepted in Payment, bur be carried 
to the Mint to be new Coined, or Convert- 
ed into Plate or Bullion: And the more ef— 
tectually to prevent Clipping of Money, this 
Statute ordains that a Circle be made round 


the Outſide of the fame, with a particular 
Inſcription. 


Se- 
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Severe Taxes were granted by Parliament 
during the Reign of this King, which in ſe— 
veral Parts of England were refus'd in their 


Payment ; and ſo obſtinarely did the People 


perſiſt in their Diſobedience to the King's 
Orders, for Levying theſe Taxes, that they 
murther'd his Commiſſioners appointed to 
Levy them; whereupon Rebellions enſued 
attended with much Miſchief: And Rebelli- 
ons have generally been the Conſequence, 


where the Subjects of England have been 


loaded with new and unuſual Taxes ; which 
undoubtedly are a great Infringement on 
Property, when ſuch Taxes are not to the 
laſt Degree neceſſary. 

The Penal Statutes were ſeverely put in 
Execution, in this Reign; but this was oc- 
caſionꝰd rather to fill the King's Coffers, than 
from any other Motive. 


Now I am proceeding to the Reign of 


Henry VIII. a King the moſt iamous of his 
Time. One of the firſt Acts of this Reign 


was for the better Payment of the Soldiery, 


inflicting Penalties on Officers detainiag their 
Pay. Others were, an Act tor the more 
effectual Puniſhment of Murders and Feio- 


nies: Proclamations to be made tor the 


Party to appear, before Outlawry is award- 
ed; Remedy granted by Diſtreſs and Avow- 
ry for Rents and Services: Aliens not to take 
Apprentices, but ſuch as are born in the King's 


Allegiance, and their Goods and Wares to 


be examin'd and mark'd by the Wen 
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of Companies within the City of London; 
and They to be ſworn to be true to the 
King, and obedient to his Laws. 

Phyſicians of London were by an Act now 
made incorporated, with certain Privileges ; 
they are declar'd a College of Phyſicians, to 
have perpetual Succeſſion, a Common Seal, 
Preſident, &. They may make Ordinances, 
ſue and be ſued ; and no one to practiſe 
Phyfick in London, or within Seven Miles 
thereof, but ſuch as are Licens'd by the Col- 
lege: Mortuaries to be paid to the Clergy 
on the Deaths of Perſons: Servants running 
away with their Maſter's Goods to be pu- 
niſh'd as Felons : Reſtitution to be made of 
ſtolen Goods, where a Robbery 'has been 
done ; Bridges and Highways to be Repair'd, 
and Juſtices of Peace to award Procels againſt 
_ thoſe who ought to repair them, Tax the In- 

habitants, c. Goals to be Erected and Re- 
pair'd in Counties, which are to be alſo tax- 
ed for the ſame by Juſtices of Peace. 

Recognizances of Debt, by Statute Staple, 
to be taken by the two Chief Juſtices, the 
Mayor of the Staple, and the Recorder of Lon- 
don; and Execution taken upon them on De- 
fault of Payment: Buggery with Man or 
Beaſt is made Felony: It was made High 
Treaſon, to wiſh or defire by Words or Wri— 
ting, or to imagine, or attempt any Bodily 
Harm to the King or the Queen, or their 
Heirs apparent; or to deprive any of them 
of their Dignities or Titles; or ro publith 
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that the King was an Heretick, Schiſmatick, 
Sc. And Treaſon committed out of the 
Realm, to be tried in ſuch County, and be- 
fore ſuch Commiſſioners, as the King ſhall 
appoint : The Forfeiture of Lands for Trea- 
ſon, ſaving the Rights of others, was alſo 
ordain'd by this Statute : Pirates and Rob- 
bers on the Sea to be tried by the King's 
Commiſſioners, in ſuch Shires and Places as 
ſhall be directed, and by Jurors of the fame 
Places, as if the Offences had been committed 
at Land; and the Perſons convicted to be 
puniſh'd, as Felons and Murtherers for Mur- 
ther or Felony done upon Land. 
The Statute of Uſes was paſs'd in this 
Reign, whereby it is enacted, that the Pof- 
ſeſſion of Lands, and all the Advantages of 
the Perlons ſeized, {hall be in him or them 
that have the Uſe. Bargains and Sales of 
Lands are to be Inroll'd, in the Courts at 
[/eſtminſter, or in the Counties where the 
Lands lie, before the Cu//os Rotulorum and 
Juſtices of the Peace, within Six Months, 
Jointures to be made of Lands to the Wife 
tor her Life, after the Death of the Husband, 
inſtead of Dower ; and this is regularly to 
be done before Marriage: Perſons having 
Eſtates in Fee Simple may Deviſe the fame 
by laſt Will and Teſtament to whom they 
think fit. Tithes to be paid according to 
the Cuſtoms of Pariſhes, throughout the 
Realm: Cities, Towns and Pariſhes to keep 
their own Poor; Vagabonds and Beggars 
to 
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to be whipp'd, and ſent to the Place of their 
Nativity, and afterwards wandring in Idle. 
neſs, and not applying themſelves to La- 
bour, on a Third Offence to be puniſh'd as 
Felons. Z 

A Writ of Right, and Actions for Reco- 
very of Lands, to be brought within Sixty 
Years, by the Act of Limitation: After Iſſue 
tried in any Cauſe, Judgment ſhall be given 
notwithſtanding any Jeotail or Miſpleadings ; 
which is call'd the Statute of Feofails : Joynt 
Tenants and Tenants in common, for Lives 
or Years, to make Partition. Perſons get- 
ting Money by Counterteit Letters to be 
{et on the Pillory and be Impriſond: Un- 
lawful Games are prohibited, Gameſters liable 
to Penalties, and Gaming Houſes to be ſup- 
preſs'd : The Offender's Right Hand to be 
cut off for ſtriking in the King's Palace : U- 
ſury is puniſhable by a Statute now paſs'd: 
The Price of Wines to be ſet by the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Treaſurer, c. Woods, 
and Timber, to be preſervd by leaving of 
Standils on cutting the ſame ; Wood Ground 
not to be converted to Tillage or Paſture, 
and to be enclos'd for Seven Years after cut, 
as a Security againſt Cattle, 

The atore-mentioned are the Chief of the - 
general Laws and Statutes of this Reign. 
The Statutes relating to the Supremacy of 
the Church, are as follow : A Law for Re- 
ſtraint of Appeals, which Enacts that no 
Appeals ſhall be brought but within this 


* King: 
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Kingdom; procuring Appeals to Rome in- 
curs the Penalty of a ,Premunire: The Cler- 
gy, in Convocation, ſhall not Enact any 
Conſtitutions or Ordinances, without the 
King's Aſſent; and ſhall be aſſembled by 
the King's Writ: The King hath Power to 
appoint certain Perſons to examine the Ca- 
nons of the Church, to continue ſuch as they 
think fit, and reject ſuch as are againſt his 
Prerogative: No Firſt-Fruits to be paid to 
the Pope ; nor ſhall any be preſented to the 
See of Rome for any Dignity in the Church; 
but Biſhops to be choſen by the Deans and 
Chapters of the Dioceſs, on the King's Conge 
de lire, or on Default by the King's Letters 
Patents: The Firſt Fruits and Tenths of Spi- 
ritual Livings granted to the Crown ; Com- 
miſſioners appointed to Enquire into the Value 
of Livings, and Biſhops to be charged with 
the Collection of Tenths in their Dioceles : 


All Monaſteries are given to the King, which 


have not Lands above 200/. a Year Value ; 
the King to have the actual Poſſeſſion of the 
Abbey-Lands,and fraudulent Aſſurances made 
by Governors of Houſes before their Diſſo— 
lution to be void. . 

All Bulls and Diſpenſations from Rome to 


any of the King's Subjects to be void: All 


Monaſter ies, Abbeys, Colleges, Chantries, 
Hoſpitals, c. of what Value ſoever, were 
now Diſſolv'd, and the Lands granted to the 
King, his Heirs and Succeſſors: A Court of 
Su veyors and Augmentations was MORO 
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determine Suits and Controverſies relating 
to the Abbey- Lands: and Receivers and Ac- 
comptants were appointed, &c. which was 
one of the laſt Things done. The King, pre- 
vious to theſe Statutes, procur'd a Licence 
from the Pope to pull down ſeveral {mall Ab- 
bies and Priories, for the Endowing of two Col- 
leges he had built; which was a Precedent to 
him for pulling down the reſt. The Abbey- 
Lands, all over the Kingdom, were ſold to 
the Lay Gentry, as the only Means to pre- 
vent their coming into the Hands of Prieſts; 
and thus the Power of Rome was cruſh'd in 
this Kingdom, whereas before the Reign of 
this Prince, our Kings, bigotted beyond thoſe 
of all other Nations, have not only held the 
Styrups of Popes but alſo walk*d barefoot, 
and ſuffered the ſevereſt Penances from their 
Spiritual Lords and Maſters. | 

The King, by Act of Parliament, was de- 
clar*d ſupream Head of the Church; it was 
made High Treaſon to deny it, as was like 
wiſe acknowledging the Authority of the 
Pope. And tho' the Pope had Excommuni- 
cated him, his Title to the Crown was con- 


firm'd by Parliament; and the Succeſſion 
ſettled after his Deceaſe on his Son Prince 


Edward, and his Heirs, and for Want ot 


Tue to the Ladies Mary and Elizabeth 


his Daughters and their Heirs ſucceſſive: 
ly, ſubject to ſuch Conditions as the King 
{ſhould limit; and the Reverſion or Remain- 
der of the Crown, to ſuch Perſons as the 


King 
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King ſhould appoint by his Letters Patents 
or laſt Will and Teſtament. 

This was the greateſt Power that ever 
was given by the Parliaments of England to 
our Princes; the King had Authority to 
make Conditions and Limitations for Settling 
the Inheritance of the Crown, and had put 
into his Hands the Order and Declaration 
of the Succeſſion thereof; an Honour which 
none of the Kings of England could boatt 
of but Henry VIII. 


In this Reign an Act was made againft 


Pluralities of Livings ; but Diſpenſations to 
be granted to the King's, and other Chap- 
lains : Dukes, Earls, Barons, &c. are empow- 
erd to keep Chaplains; a Duke fix, and a 
Baron three. 


An Act of Pardon and Indemnity was al- 


lo paſs'd; and ſeveral Subſidies granted, 


notwithſtanding the new Acquiſitions of the 


Crown by the Diſſolution of Abbies and 
Monaſteries. 


In the Reign of Edward VI, a Law was 


Enacted for puniſhing Revilers of the Sacra- 
ments ; Uniformity of Prayer and the Ad- 
miniſtration of Sacraments in both Kinds 
to be uſed in the Church; and all Perſons 
to Reſort to their Pariſh-Church ar Chap- 
el every Sunday and Holyday : The Holy- 


days to be obſerv'd throughout the Year are 


appointed; but Husbandmen, Labourers, 
Sc. may work on Holy-Days during the 
Time of Harveſt, and when Neceſſity re- 
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quires it: No Perſons to quarrel or figlit in 
Churches or Church-Vards, under the Pe- 
nalty, of ſtriking any other with any Wea- 
pon, of having one of their Ears cut off. 

All Proceſſes Eccleſiaſtical to be in the 
King's Name, but the Teſte in the Name of 
the Biſhop: The Death of the King not to 
diſcontinue any Suit or Action : Sheriffs to 
have Allowances upon paſſing their Accounts 
in the Exchequer, of all ſuch Moneys as they 
cannot Levy for the King's Uſe, ec. Sta- 
tutes confirm'd concerning Tanners, Curri- 
ers, and Cordwainers, declaring their Du- 
ty in making and felling their Wares, and 
of Searchers to view, ſearch and ſeal the ſame: 
Leather not to be tranſported : Malt to be 
well made, continue in the Fat and Floor 
for a certain Time, and good Malt not to 
be mingled with that which is bad. 

Every Perſon ſhall ſet forth and pay his 
Tithes in ſuch Manner as they had been 
paid for Forty Years; and on Default of 
ſetting forth, the Tenth Part of Corn and 
Hay, or other Predial Tithes, before carry- 
ing away the ſame a Penalty of double Va- 
lue is incurr'd ; but Lands, by Preſcription 
or real Compoſition are exempted from the 
Payment of Tithes; and Tithe of Barren 
Heath, or Waſte Ground, not to be paid, un- 
til the End of Seven Years after Improve- 
ments made. Perſonal Tithes to be paid by 
Tradeſmen in Towns and Cities, a Tenth 


Part 


* 7 mu 


+, 0D 


2 <= 0 #8: 


— 7 2 


(45) 


Part of the Gains they ſhall acquire by their 
ſeveral Imployments. 

A Law was now made for the Puniſh- 
ment of Victuallers ſelling their Victuals at 
unreaſonable Prices; and Conſpiracies of La- 
bourers relating to their Work, the Hours 
of their Working, Wages, Cc. Sheriffs to 
keep their Courts Monthly. The Lord 


Chancellor of England to appoint the Cuſtos 


Rotulorum in every County of England and 
Wales: An Act for the true making of Wool- 
en Cloth, which requires Clothiers to fix 
Seals of Lead to their Cloths, declaring their 
Lengths, and not to ſtretch them; and the 
Duty of Dyers is regulated: Alehouſes to 
be Licens'd by Juſtices of the Peace, and 
Recognizances taken for good Order: No 


Perſons to fell Wine in Towns but by Li- 


cence from Mayors and other Head Officers; 


The Aſſiſe of Fuel is limited in London and 


Weſtminſter: Horſes, Bell- Metal, Gun- Me- 


tal, exc. not to be Exported : And Horſe- 


Realing made Felony without Benefit of 


_ Clergy. 


By an Act made in this Reign it was de- 
clared High Treaſon for twelve Perſons or 
more to aſſemble together to attempt to Kill 
or Impriſon any of the King's Council, or 
to alter the Laws, if they continued together 
an Hour after Proclamation made to de- 
part, by a Juſtice of Peace, Mayor, or She- 
riff, And if ſuch aſſembling were to deſtroy 
any Park, Pond, Dove-Houſe, or is pull 
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down any Houſes, it was made Felony : But 
theſe Laws were afterwards repeal'd. Pub. 
liſhing falſe Prophecies, tending to raiſe Dif- 
ſentions amongſt the People, was to be pu- 
niſh'd : Offices were forbid to be ſold, for 
any Money, Fee, Reward, or other Profit ; 
(a righteous Law, but never executed) and 
the Laws prohibiting the Marriage of Prieſts 
were anulPd and made void. | 

Popiſh Books and Images were to be abo- 
liſh'd ; and the King had Authority given 
him, by the Advice of his Council, to no- 
minate Commiſſioners to Examine the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Laws, and to gather and compile 
ſuch Laws and Ordinances as ſhould be con- 
venient to be practis d in the Spiritual Courts, 
agreeable to the Common and Statute Laws 
ok this Kingdom. 

King Edward by his Will appointed the 
Lady ane Gray his neareſt Kinſwoman, next 
to his Siſters the Ladies Mary and Elizabeth, 
to be his Succeſſor: This was done for the 
Security of the Proteſtant Reform'd Religion; 
but tho' the Will which the King had made 
was ſubſcrib'd by all his Council, the Biſhops 
and Judges, it not having the Sanction of an 
Act of Parliament, was ſoon vacated by 
Queen Mary, from whom the greateſt Dan- 
ger had been expected: She cauſed the La- 
dy Jane to be beheaded : and the Proteſtant 
Religion was totally Eclipſed during her 
Reign. 


A 
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A Sublidy and Two Fifteenths and Tenths 
were granted to this King by the Tempo- 
rality, to be paid in two Years: And Six 
Shillings in the Pound of Spiritual Livings, 
payable in three Years, was granted by the 
Clergy. 

When Queen Mary came to the Crown, 
tho* ſhe had obliged her ſelf under the moſt _ 
ſolemn Promiſes not to make any Alteration 
in the Reform'd Religion, yet ſhe ſoon made 
the contrary Intentions appear. In the firſt 
Year of her Reign was paſs'd an Act for 
Repealing all Articles and Proviſions made 
againſt the Pope ſince the 2oth Year of K. 
Henry VIII. (the Time he began to aſſert 
his Supremacy) and for the Eſtabliſhment of 
all Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Poſſeſſions and 
Hereditaments convey'd to the Laity : And 
ſo artfully was this Statute contriv'd, that 
whilſt it deſtroy'd every Thing that King 
Henry VIII. and Edw. VI. had done for 
aboliſhing of Popery, it confirm'd all Grants 
and Aſſurances made by thoſe Princes, of 
Church Lands; and declar'd that the Title 


of Supream Head of the Church could ne- 


ver be juſtly attributed to any King or Go- 
vernor of this Realm, but yet ſignified, that 


Writs, Letters Patents, and other Writings, 


with the Title of the King as Supream 
Head of the Church, were to be good and 
pleaded. 
The Regal Power of the Realm was de- 
clar'd to be as fully in her Majetty, as it 00 
| cen 
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been in any of her Anceſtors; and to be 
equally the ſame in a Queen as in a King: 
Theſe Laws and others were made in Fa- 
vor of this Queen, who hy the Aſſiſtance of 
her Prieſts found out the Way to get a Par- 
liament to her Mind. The other Statutes 
made in this Reign relate to the Bailment 
of Perſons by Juſtices of the Peace, requi- 
ring Examinations to be taken upon Oath 
before it be granted. Horſes ſold in Pairs 
and Markets to be openly rid, and enter'd 
with Toll-Keepers appointed, or the Property 
therein ſhall not be alter'd as to the real 
Owner, in Caſe they are ſtolen : Surveyors 
tor amending the Highways to be appoint- 
ed, and certain Days aſſign'd for working 
thereon. 

Juſtices of the Peace to. examine Perſons 
arreſted for Felony or Manſlaughter, and 
bind over the Accuſers to give Evidence 
againſt them: Acceſſaries in Murder, Petit- 
Treaſon, Robbery on the Highway, exc. not 
to have Benefit of Clergy : Perſons taking 
away and marrying young Women under 
Sixteen Years of Age, without Conſent of 
their Parents, ro be puniſh'd by Fine and 
Impriſonment. Penalties inflicted for falſe 
Muſters of Soldiers: And Perſons born under 
the Dominion of the French King to depart 
the Realm, and not return during the Wars 
with France. LOT 

The Juſtices of Peace in every Shire, C1- 
ty, Oc. had Authority given them to _ 
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and determine Offences in publiſhing of Slan- 


* derous News. If any Perſon was convicted 
4 of ſpeaking maliciouſly, of his own Tmagi- 
* nation, any falſe, Seditious and Slanderous 
* News, or Tales of the Queen, or the King 
es ber Husband, for the firſt Offence he was 
WM to be ſet on the Pillory, and have both his 
1. Pars cut off, or pay a Fine of 1co/. And if 
h ſuch Slanderous News were of the Report 
= of any other, then the Perſon offending for 
24 | {preading the ſame was to be ſet on the 
ty { Pillory, and loſe one of his Ears, or pay oo 
44 Marks: If the ſame was done by Writing 
15 or Letter, he was to have his Right Hand. 
ay ſtricken off : And the Second Offence pu- 
ag niſh'd with Impriſonment for Life, and For- 
feiture of Goods. = 
_ This very Penal Law for ſtifling and ſup- 


d preſſing all Liberty of Speech, relating to the 
Tiranſactions of this Reign, is the ſtrongeſt 
Argument that great was the Cauſe of 
Complaint againſt them: for it is ſeldom or 
never known that the People of England ca- 
lumniate or Slander their Superiors, cipecial- 
ly the Government, but where they appre- 
hend they are Sufferers by them, or the Uſe 
of their Power. 
The Articles of Marriage between Phi— 
lip Prince of Spain, and Queen Mary were 
confirmed by Parliament; but the Queen 


ty of theſe Realms, with all the Prerogarives, 
and Juriſdictions belonging to it, without 
any 


only was to enjoy the Crown and Sovereign- 
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any Right, Title or Interpoſition of the 
Prince her Husband: And all Gifts, Grants, 
Letters Patents, and other Writings concern- 
ing the Crown, were to be made in the 
Name of the Prince and the Queen; but to 
be Signed with the Sign Manual of the 
Queen only, and be beſtow'd upon the Na- 
tural Born Subjects of the Kingdom. 

As to the latter Part of this Law, we 
may eaſily obſerve, that the Parliament at 
this Time acted with great Prudence, to pre- 
vent the Footing of Foreigners in Great Bri— 
tain, and therein Encroachments on the Li— 
berties of the Subject; notwithſtanding in 
all other Things they too much countenanc'd 
a Queen who was in her Nature a Tyrant, 
and the greateſt Scourge that England has 
known. | 

But it is remark'd by our Hiſtorians, that 
 Martyrdoms were. no ſooner frequent in this 
Reign, than the Queen in all her Underta- 
kings prov'd unſucceſsful: National Loſſes at- 
tended the Murders of the Innocent; and 

whiiſt ſhe was active in taking away the 
Lives of her Subjects, ſhe loſt her own. 

On the Death of Q. Mary, her glorious Suc- 
ceſſor Queen Eligabeth gave new Life to 
this drooping Nation, which wanted the 
Rays of ſo glorious a Sun. This Queen, with 
the Advice and Conſent of the Lords and 
Commons 1n Parliament, firſt paſs'd a Statute 
to reſtore the Crown to its ancient Juriſdic- 
tion, over the Eſtate Eccleſiaſtical and Spiri- 


2 tual, 
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tual, and for aboliſhing all Foreign Powers 
repugnant to the ſame : The Act for Uni- 
formity of the Common-Prayer and Service 
in the Church, and Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments ; and ſeveral other Laws relating 
to Religion, enacted by King Edward VI. 
were reviv'd: Severe Statutes were made 
againſt Prieſts and Jeſuits; and now it was 
that the Proteſtant Reform'd Religion re- 
ceiv'd its Perfection. 

Many were the good Statutes paſs'd in 
this Reign: Merchandizes were to he ſhip'd 
in Engliſhß Bottoms, and certain Ports aſſign'd 
for the Lading and Unlading of Goods: Fiſh 
not to be taken under Size, or out of Seaſon 
under certain Penalties, and the Spawn of 
Fiſh to be preſerv'd: Labourers, Artificers, 
Servants, &c. to be compellable to work, not 
to depart before their Work is finiſh'd, or 
leave their Service, &c. Apprentices are like 
wiſe regulated by this Law : Perſons guilty 
of Subornation of Perjury to ſtand in the 
Pillory, forfeit 40 J. and be Impriſon'd Six 
Months, not being able to pay it ; and be 
ever afterwards incapable to be a Witneſs: 
Forgery of Deeds concerning Inheritance 


of Lands, puniſh'd with Pillory, Loſs of 
Ears, Impriſonment for Life, &c. and the 


Second Offence made Felony. 
Fraudulent Deeds made to avoid the Debts 
and Duties of others, to be void; and Con- 


veyances made to defraud a Purchaſer of 


Lands for valuable Conſideration, as againſt 
yy ſuch 
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ſuch Purchaſer to be null and void: The Lord 
Chancellor to grant Commiſſions of Bank- 
rupts, and take Order of the Bankrupts Bo- 
dies, Lands and Goods; Perſons concealing 
themſelves, or departing the Realm, declar'd 
Bankrupts, and Commiſſioners to ſell their 
Eſtates for the Satisfaction of Creditors. 

The Duty of Informers, in proſecuting 
abon Penal Statutes, was declar'd; who were 
nog to Compound Offences under the Pe- 
nalty of 10/. and Puniſhment by Pillory : 
Leacher not to be tranſported, and a Sub— 
iidy granted upon it: The Highways to be 
amended; Perions having Plough-Lands to 
iead out Teams tor that Purpoſe, and others 
able Perions - Ditches to be ſcowred, and no 
Soil to be laid in the Highway : Thoſe which 
ſerve on Juries to have 4/. a Year Freehold 
in the County where the Iſſue is tried: And 
after Verdict given in a Court of Record, 
there ſhall be no Stay of Judgment or Re- 
verſal, for Want of Form, falſe Latin, or 
Variance in Writs: Erroneous Judgments 
given in the King's Bench, to be Reverſed 
in the Chancery, and the High Court of 
Parliament. | 

Where Robberies on the Highway are 
committed, between Sun-riſing and Sun-ſet, 
the Hundred is chargeable, if the Robbers are 
not taken on Hue and Cry. Extortion of 
Sheriffs, Under- Sheriffs and Bailiffs forbid- 
den under diverſe Penalties: No ſecret Out- 
lawries to be awarded againſt the Subjects: 


Cot- 
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Cottages to have four Acres of Land to them, 
under the Penalty of 104. and Inmates, or 
more Families than one, are prohibited to 
be reſident in Cottages: Searchers of Cloth 
to be appointed Yearly by Juſtices of Peace, 
to examine into the Goodneſs of Cloths, and 
fix their Seals to them: Rogues and ſturdy 
Beggars to be puniſh'd, and ſent to the 
Houſe of Correction: Hoſpitals and Work- 


Houſes to be Erected for Employment of the 


Poor, and be Incorporated: Overſeers to be 
choſen for Relief of the Poor, who may bind 
out poor Apprentices ; and Juſtices of Peace 
to make Rates for the Relief of the Poor 
of every Pariſh. 

Commiſſions to be granted to Enquire in- 
to the Miſemployment of Lands, Goods and 
Money, given to charitable Uſes: Poor Sol- 


diers and Mariners to be reliev'd by a Tax- 


ation on Pariſhes: Acts were made for the 
Increaſe of Tillage and Maintenance of the 
Navy; and to encourage Navigation and 
Seamen : Cables for ſhipping not to be made 


of old Stuff, under certain Penalties: Com- 
miſſions to be awarded by the Lord Chan- 
cellor of England directed to the Judge of 


the Admiralty, the Recorder of London, two 
Doctors of the Civil Law, two Common 
Lawyers, and Eight Merchants, to hear and 
determine Cauſes ariſing on Policies of Infu- 
rance of Shipping. 

In this Reign ſome occaſional Laws were 


made for the Queen's Preſervation: It was 
de- 
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declar'd High Treaſon for any Perſon to in- 
tend Deſtruction to the Queen, or to Levy 
War, or to move others to War againſt her; 
or to affirm that the Queen ought not to en- 
joy the Crown; or to publiſh that ſhe was 
an Heretick, Schiſmatick, Infidel, or Uſur- 
per of the Crown; or to affirm the Right 
of Succeſſion of the Crown in ſome other 
than the Queen ; or that the Laws and Sta- 
tutes did not bind the Right of the Crown, 
and the Deſcent, Limitation and Inheritance 
and Governance thereof; All theſe were 
made High Treaſon. 

Four and Twenty Perſons, whereof Part 

of the Queen's Council, and the Reſidue 
Peers of the Realm, by the Queen's Com- 
miſſion were to examine the Offences of ſuch 
as had made any open Invaſions or Rebel- 
lions ; attempted Injury to the Queen's Per- 
ſon, or pretended Title to the Crown; and 
on Diſcovery of any ſuch Practices, the Of- 
fenders were to be purſued to Death, by all 
the Queen's Subjects. But theſe Statutes 
were only pro Zempore to ſecure her Majeſty 
againſt the Plots and Conſpiracies of the 
Prieſts and Jeſuits, who endeavourd to Re- 
ſtore the Roman Catholick Religion with all 
their Might, not ſticking at any Means to 
effect it, tho? all in vain. 

Several Acts of Pardon were granted by 
this Queen to her Subjects, and confirm'd 
by Parliament; and ſeveral Subſidies were 
granted by the Subject to the Queen : She 

8 KReign'd 
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Reign'd in the Affections of her People; which 
only can make a Prince truly happy : Her 
Arms were ſucceſsful by Sea and Land; the 
Invincible Armado of Spain ſufficiently ex- 
perienc'd the Strength of her Fleets, and 
Bravery of her Commanders at Sea; and the 
Armies of diſtant Potentates ſubmitted to 
her Troops. 

But this glorious Princeſs, beſides her own 
the moſt extenſive Abilities for Government 
of Kingdoms, had perhaps the honeſteſt Par- 
liaments, the ableſt Stateſmen, the wiſeſt 
Miniſters, and ſteadieſt Councils, that ever 


attended any King or Queen, either of Eng- 
land or any other Country; ſo that ſhe had 
every Way Power, as well as Inclination, 
to do thoſe great and God-like Actions which 
have rendred her Name and Memory dear 
to lateſt Generations. 


No ſooner was King James I. advanc'd 


to the Throne, but the Parliament made a 
Recognition, that upon Queen El:zaberh's 
Death, the Crown of England, and all the 
Kingdoms, Dominions, and Rights belong- 
ing to the ſame, did by Lawful Birth-right 
and Succeſſion deſcend to King James. This 
Prince was receiv'd with univerſal Joy of the 
People; and great were the Expectations of 
the Benefits proceeding from the Conjuncti- 


on of the two Royal Houſes of 7ork and 
' Lancaſter. 


In this Reign the Laws againſt Prieſts 


and Jeſuits were confirm'd ; and ſeveral Sta- 


tutes 
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tutes Enacted againſt Popzh Recuſants, who 
are prohibited to bear Offices, diſabled to 
Preſent to Benefices, or to be Executors, 
To marry a Second Husband or Wife, the 
former being Living, is made Felony : Witch- 
craft, and Dealing with evil Spirits, declar'd 
Felony without Benefit of Clergy ; and tel- 
ling where Things loſt may be found, pro- 
vokipg unlawful Love,e*c.is puniſhable byIm- 
priſonment and-Pillory. Tanners not to gaſh 
nor others foreſtall Hides or Skins; Leather 
not to be raiſed, or inſufficiently tann'd ; 
Shoes to be made of ſufficient Leather; 
and Mayors of Towns to appoint Searchers 
and Triers of Wares: Bankrupts to appear 
before Commiſſioners and be examin'd, and 
alſo others who have any of the Bankrupt's 
Eſtate; Grants of Lands in other Men's Names, 
unleſs for valuable conſideration, to be void; 
Fraudulent Concealments puniſh'd, by Pillo- 
ry; Commiſſioners may aſſign Debts, and 
break open the Houſes, or Cheſts of the 

Bankrupt for Goods. 
| Perſons killing Hares, Pheaſant, Partridge, 
Heron or other Game to forfeit 20 s. or {uf- 
fer three Months Impriſonment ; and the 
Buying and Selling of Deer, Hare, Pheaſant, 
ec. is prohibited: None {ſhall kill or chaſe 
any Deer in Parks or enclos'd Grounds, un- 
der the Penalty of paying treble Damages, 
and being Impriſon'd three Months: Infor- 
mations upon Penal Statutes, to be proſecu- 
ted in the Counties where the Offences were 
com- 
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committed: Sheriffs having a Quietus to be 
diſcharg'd of all Accompts due to the King : 
Monopolies of Goods declar'd againſt Law, 
and void; and Perſons injur'd by them 
to recover treble Damages: A Law made 
for Relief of Perſons viſited with the Plague, 
by Taxing of Pariſhes, e&c. And not only the 


Crime of Drunkenneſs is puniſhable by a Sta- 


tute now paſs'd ; but alſo prophane Swear- 
ing and Curling, which is 1s. for every Of— 
fence. 
The further Statutes of this Reign were 
for limiting the Time for Proſecution of 
Actions; Writs of Formedon for Recovery 
of Lands, and Entries upon Lands, to be 
brought and commenc'd within twenty 
Years; ACtions for Debt, Accompt, c. to 
be commenc'd within ſix Years ; for Aſſault 
and Battery within four Years; and for Slan- 
der within two Years. Shop-Books not to 


be given in Evidence for Goods bought above 


a Year before Action is brought, unleſs the 


Creditor has a Bill of Debt, c. Debts due 


to Citizens of London under 40 s. to be re- 
covered in the Court of Requeſts at Gi. 
hall, (call'd the Court of Conſcience) At- 
tornies to give in true Bills to their Clients, 
and not be allow'd Fees to Council with- 
out Tickets ſign'd by them; and they are 
not to demand more than their due Fees 
and Disburfements, nor delay their Cli- 


ent's Suits, on Pain of treble Damages and 
Diſability ro Practiſe. 
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To this King a Subſidy of Tonnage and 
Poundage was granted upon Wines, and all 
Sorts of Merchandize, for Defending the Seas: 
The Eng/ih Plantations in the Weſt. Indies 
were now ſettled, on the Diſcoveries of Raw- 
leigh and others: And in this Reign was 
form'd the Gun-Powder Conſpiracy for blow- 
ing up the King and the two Houſes of Par. 
liament. 5 
The pious (but untortunate) King Charles]. 
ſucceeded his Anceſtor James I. His Reign 
began with a Law for puniſhing diverſe Abu- 
ſes committed on the Lord's Day, called 
Sunday : A Statute to puniſh Ale-houſe-keep- 
ers felling Ale without Licenſe; and for the 
further Puniſhment of Drunkenneſs: An Act 
to relieve Captives taken by the Turks, and 
prevent the taking of others hereafter : To 
raiſe Mariners and Sailors for Guarding of 
the Seas, and his Majeſty's Dominions; and 
for raiſing of Soldiers for the Defence of the 
Kingdom. 3 75 
In this Reign Tonnage and Poundage Sub- 
ſidies, and other Duties upon Merchandizes 
Ex ported and Imported, were granted by the 
Parliament: But the King thought that the 
Subſidies allow'd him were not ſufficient ; 
upon which he attempted to Levy new 
Taxes without his Parliament, which prov'd 
faral to him beyond all Example. 
The Parliament and the King had great 
Miſunderſtandings; and at laſt they obliged 
him to paſs a Law that they ſhould not be 


diſ- 
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diſſolv*d but by their own Authority : When 
this was done, they had Time and Oppor- 
tunity to work his Deſtruction ; which by 
their lng Continuance, they effectually did; 
for a Civil War breaking out, and his Army 
being routed, he firſt ſurrendred himſelf to 
the Scots, who reſign'd him to the Parlia- 
ment, and they to the Rump; who cauſed 
a pretended Court of ſudicature to be Erec- 
ted, and Tried, Condemn'd, and Executed 
their King. 

King Charles II. on his Father's Death, was 
for many Years kept from the Poſſeſſion of 
the Crown, till the People had found a Com- 
monwealth the greateſt Tyranny; and then, 
upon his ſending a Declaration from France, 
to the Parliament of England, promiſing Li- 
berty of Conſcience in Religion, Pardon to 
all Offenders, and Satisfaction to all Intereſts, 
they voted him Thanks and Invited him to 


return to his Kingdoms. On his Majeſty's 


Reſtoration, the Biſhops who had been De- 
priv'd by the Protector Cromwel, were reſto- 
red; the Common Prayer (long ſuppreſs d) 
was order'd to be read again in Churches; 
and the following Laws and Statutes were 
Enacted. 1 25 

A Statute for Reſtraining of Exceſſive Uſu- 
ry ; for the confirming of Judicial Proceed- 


ings, and ſeveral Acts made during the Uſur- 
pation ; for taking away the Court of Wards 


and Liveries, and Tenures in Capite, and 


by Knight's Service, &. An Act for the At- 
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tainder of ſeveral Perſons guilty of the Mur- 
der of King Charles I. and for veſting their 
Eſtates in his Majeſty: An Act for the 
Safety and Preſervation of his Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government, declaring it Trea- 
ſon to intend Reſtraint to the King, or to 
depoſe him, incite an Invaſion, ec. and that 
no Legiſlative Power is in either or both 
Houſes of Parliament without the King. 

An Act for a free and voluntary Preſent 
to his Majeſty ; which has this Proviſo, That 
«© no Commiſſions or Aids of this Nature 
& can be Iſſued out or Levied, but by Au- 
e thority of Parliament; and that this Act 
and Supply hereby granted ſhall not be 
*« drawn into Example for the future.“ A 
Sublidy of Tonnage and Poundage, and other 
Sums of Money payable for Merchandize, 
granted to the King for Life ; and a Statute 
paſs'd for Prevention of Frauds and Conceal- 
ments in the Cuſtoms: A Duty of Exciſe on 
Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, given to the 
King during his Life; Brewers to make En- 
tries, ec. and not to keep any private Store- 
houſe under the Penalty of 50 J. A Wine-Li- 
cenſe was granted; and a Poſt-Office Erected. 

A Statute for the Eſtabliſhing Articles and 
Orders, for the regulating and better Go- 
vernment of his Majeſty's Navies, Ships of 
War, and Forces by Sea: An AQ declaring 
the ſole Right of the Militia to be in the 
King, and Deputy Lieutenants of Counties 
to be appointed by his Majeſty : No Perſons 
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to Petition for altering any eſftabliſh'd Law 
in Church or State, in a tumultuous Man- 
ner, without the Conſent and Concurrence 
of three or more Juſtices of the Peace: An 
Act for the well governing and regulating 
Corporations : For enlarging and repairing 
of common Highways, and making of Aſ- 
ſeſsments for the ſame : For the better Re- 
lief of the Poor of this Kingdom, whereby 
Perſons coming into Pariſhes and Renting 


under 10/4. a Year are not Pariſhioners ; but 


Poor Perſons may go into other Pariſhes for 
Work and Employment by Certificate. 
Printing was regulated by an Act paſsd in 


this Reign; and Books and Pamphlets to be 


Licens'd. None to Reſort to Conventicles, 
under Penalties: Cattle not to be Imported 
from Jreland, and other Parts beyond the 
Seas; nor Fiſh, taken by Foreigners: All Per- 
ſons to be buried in Woolen, on Pain of 5 /. 
An A@ for Encouraging of Coynage, and 


- appointing Duties to defray the Expence of 
the Mint: A Statute for Rebuilding the Ci- 


ty of London, directing the Streets, Lanes, 
c. and Manner of Building; and an A& 
tor EreQing a Court of Judicature to deter- 
mine Differences touching Houſes burnt and 

deſtroy'd by the Fire of London. 
Perſons for whoſe Lives any Eſtates have 
been granted, being abſent Seven Years, and 
no Proof made of their being alive, to be ac- 
counted dead. The King, by Letters Pa- 
tent, to grant Fee Farm-Rents, in RR of 
11 
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his Crown; Poor diſtrefled Priſoners in Pri- 
ſon for Debt, on making Oath they have not 
Subſtance of 10 J. Value to ſatisfy their Cre- 
ditors, to be diſcharg'd from Impriſonment : 
This, I think, was the firſt Act of Grace: 
Lords of Manors to appoint their Game- 
keepers for Preſervation of the Game, who 
may ſeize Guns and Dogs of Perſons not qua- 
lifted to keep them; and the Qualification is 
an Eſtate of 100 J per Annum of Inheritance 
or for Life. 
Acts were now made for the better or 
dering the Forces in the ſeveral Counties of 
this Kingdom, whereby Soldiers were not to 
be quarter'd upon Perſons without their Con- 
ſent: For the Encouragement of Trade, and 
Plantations ; for regulating the Herring and 
other Fiſheries ; and to preſerve Naval Stores : 
A Statute for Prevention of Frauds and Per- 
juries, requiring Contracts to be put in. Wri- 
ting, if for any Thing above 104. Value; 
Deviſes of Lands to be in Writing, atteſted 
by three or four credible Witneſſes; and all 
Grants, Leaſes, &c. alſo to be put in Wri— 
ting : An Act for the King's moſt Gracious 
General and Free Pardon; and an AQ for 
the better ſecuring the Liberty of the Subject. 
This laſt is the Habeas Corpus Act, dear 
to all Engliſhmen: For beſides the Liberty 
of removing from one Priſon to another, in 
Cale of Actions of Debt; it ordains, that Per- 
ſons committed to Priſons for Capital Crimes, 
mall be brought to Trial the firſt Week of 
= the 
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the Term, or Day of the Seſſions; and it 
they are not Indicted the next Term or Seſ- 
ſions, upon Motion they ſhall be admitted 
to Bail; (unleſs the King's Witneſſes are not 
ready) and it they are not tried the Second 
Term, exc. they are to be diſcharg'd. 

In this Reign it was Enacted, that Parlia- 
ments ſhould be held once in three Years, 
at leaſt; and Peers and Members of Parlia- 
ment were to take the Oaths before they ſat 
in the Houſe, or be adjudg'd Popiſh Recu- 


ſants: The Parliament granted to this King 


a great many Supplies; a Poll-Tax, Hearth- 
Money, &c. and tho' he was eſteem'd an 
inactive Prince, it mult be remember*d that 
in the Year 1664. his Royal Navy pech, 
deſeated the Dutch Fleet, at that Time ei- 
teem'd the ſtrongeſt in the World. 

The Reign of King Charles II. for the Po- 
liteneſs, and Gallantry of his Courtiers, of his 
Stateſmen, and others about him, was call'd 
the Auguſtan Age: And it his Pleaſures induc'd 
him to a peaccable Diſpoſition, his Subjects 


were nevertheleſs Happy under him. 


Ihe Statutes made in the Reign of King 
James II. were but few. The Tonnage and 
Ponndage Duties, Exciſe, ec. were granted 


by Parliament; and other Supplies were vo- 


ted tor Repairs of the Navy, and providing 
Stores for the Navy and Ordnance, and other 
his Majeſty's Occaſions: It was made unlaw- 
ful ro imporc Gunpowder, Arms, Ammuni- 
tion, or Utenſils for War, without a 1:8 
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from the Crown: A Tax was laid upon Coals, 
for Building of St. Paul's; the Care where- 
of was on the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the 
Biſhop of London, and the Lord Mayor of 
London; And a Duty granted on Foreign 
Built Ships, employ'd in the Merchan- 
dize of this Kingdom, of 5 s. per Ton; one 
Moiety whereof was for the Uſe of the 


| Cheſt at Chatham, and the other Moiety for 


Greenwich Hoſpital. 


This King Levied Money on the Subject 


by his Prerogative; and by a barbarous 
Uſage of his Subjects, in ſeveral Ways, brought 


upon himſelf great Misfortunes: He impri- 


ſon'd ſeveral of the Leading Biſhops; Di- 
veſted many of our Corporations of their 
Charters; grievouſly Fined, Whipp'd, and 
otherwiſe puniſh'd his People; and aiming 
at Popery and Arbitrary Power Forfeited his 


Crown. He promis'd, on his Coming to 


the Throne, to follow the Example of his Bro- | 


ther, and to preſerve the Government 1n 
Church and State; but the very next Sun- 
day, after his Acceſſion, he went publickly 
to Maſs. e 

He aſſum'd a Power, without his Parlia- 
ment, of diſpenſing with Penal Statutes; 
and Papiſts were put into Offices Civil and 
Military; the Proteſtants were Profecut- 


ed, and the Roman Catholicks Encou rag'd: 


Whereupon the Prince of Orange, (who had 
married the Lady Mary eldeſt Daughter to 


the King) was invited over by the Nobility 
. >" "ad 
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& trary to Law; by cauling ſeveral good 
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and Gentry of the Kingdom to Defend them 
in their Rights and Liberties and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion; and King James Abdica- 
ted the Throne. | 

The Prince of Orange causd Letters to be 
writ, ſubſcrib'd with fis own Hand, for the 
Election of Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, 
as a Convention of the Eſtates of the Realm, 


in the Nature of a Parliament; which be- 


ing aſſembled, they Enacted and declar'd, 
that, « Whereas the late King James II. by 
* the Aſſiſtance of divers evil Counſellors, 
Judges and Miniſters, employ'd by him, 
did endeavour to Subvert and extirpate 


cc 


cc 


“ Liberties of this Kingdom; by aſſuming 
« and exerciſing a Power of Diſpenſing with, 
« and Suſpending of Laws, and the Execu- 
tion of Laws, without the Conſent of Par- 
lament; by Committing and proſecuting 
divers worthy Prelates, for humbly Petiti- 
oning to be excusd from concurring to 
the ſaid aſſum'd Power; by Iſſuing and cau- 
ſing to be Executed a Commiſſion under 
the Great Seal, for Erecting a Court for 
Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes; by Levying Money, 
for and to the Uſe of the Crown by Pre- 
tence of Prerogative, for other Time and 
in other Manner than granted by Parlia- 
ment ; by railingand keeping a Standing 
Army in Time of Peace, without Conſent 
of Parliament, and Quartering Soldiers con- 
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the Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws and 
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subjects, being Proteſtants, to be diſarm'd, 
* at the ſame Time as Papiſts were both 
* arm'd and employ'd; by violating the 
* Freedoms of Election of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament; by Proſecutions in the 
* Court of King's Bench, for Matters and 
«« Cauſes cognizable only by Parliament; by 


Returns of Jurors, in Trials for High Trea- 


& ſon, which were not Freeholders, and re- 
<* quiring exceſſive Bail to elude the Benefit 
4% of the Laws made for the Liberty of the 


< Subject ; by impoſing exceſſive Fines, and 


„ inflicting illegal and cruel Puniſhments ; 
&« by Grants of Forfeitures before Convicti- 
on or Judgment againſt the Perſons upon 
© whom the ſame were to be Levied ; and 
& by diverſe other arbitrary and illegal Cour- 
« ſes, All which are utterly and directly con- 
« trary to the known Laws, Statutes and 

« Freedom of this Realm. 
And whereas the ſaid late King James II. 
hath Abdicated the Government, and the 
Throne being thereby vacant ; having an 
entire Confidence in the Prince of Orange, 
They reſolv'd, that William and Mary Prince 
and Princeſs of Orange, be, and be declared 
King and Queen of England, France and Ire- 
land, tor their Lives, and the Life of the Sur- 
vivor of them: And after their Deceaſes, the 
Crown and Royal Dignity to deſcend to rhe 
Heirs of the Body of the ſaid Princeſs; and 
for Want of ſuch Iſſue, to the Princeſs Anne 
of Denmark, Silter to the Queen, and the 
| Helrs 
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Heirs of her Body. And the Lords and Com- 
mons recogniz'd their Majeſties,and declar'd, 
that of Right, and by the Laws of the Realm, 
they ought tobe King and Queen of England. 
After this, the Princeſs Sophia ( Grand- 
Daughter to King James I.) was declar'd by 
the Parliament, the next in Succeſſion after 
King William and the Princeſs Anne and their 
reſpective Iſſues: The Crown was to remain 
to the ſaid Princeſs Sophia and the Heirs of 


her Body being Proteſtants; and thus was 


eſtabliſh'd the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 

Other Statutes of this Reign, were Acts 
for the better ſecuring the Government by 
diſarming of Papiſts; for impowering their 
Majeſties to commit without Bail ſuch Per- 
ſons as they ſhould find juſt Cauſe to ſuſ- 
pect were conſpiring againſt the Government; 
for puniſhing Officers or Soldiers who ſhould 
mutiny or deſert their Majeſties Service, and 
for puniſhing falſe Muſters; for raiſing the 
Militia of the Kingdom; for preventing vex- 
atious Suits and Proſecutions againſt ſuch as 
ated for their Majeſties Service in Defence 
of the Kingdom ; an Act for appointing and 
enabling Commiſſioners to examine, take, 
and ſtate the publick Accounts. And a Sta- 
tute declaring it High Treaſon to hold Cor- 
reſpondence with, or remit Money to King 
James, or the pretended Prince of Wales. 


Perſons unlawfully hunting, courſing, or 


wounding of Deer, are liable to a Forfeiture 
of 20/. and taking and killing, the ny 
| K 2 . 
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of 30 l. or be Imptiſon'd a Year, and ſet on 
the Pillory: The High-ways to be Repair'd, 
Defaults amended, and Surveyors choſen out 
of a Liſt of Perſons having 10 l. a Year, or 
Renters of 30. a Year, or for Want of ſuch, 
out of the moſt ſufficient Perſons : Poor Per- 
ſons receiving Relief from Pariſhes to wear 
Badges ; Books of Regiſter of Poor to be 
kept in every Pariſh; and Perſons coming 
into a Pariſh, executingPublick Offices, pay- 
ing towards Taxes, and unmarried Servants, 


having no Children, hired for and ſerving a 


Year, declared good Settlements. 


Deviſes of Lands, Rents, &c. adjudg'd 


fraudulent againſt Creditors ; Perſons mort- 


gaging Lands twice without diſcovering the F 
firſt Mortgage, to loſe their Equity of Re. 
demption: Priſoners in the King's Bench 
and the Fleet Priſons to be detain'd within 


the ſame or the Rules thereof; and the Pro- 


fits of the Marſhal and Warden's Places li- 
able to Seq ueſtration for Eſcape of a Debtor, | 
in upon a Judgment : Several Statutes for 


calling in and remedying the il} State of the 


Coin of the Kingdom (the greateſt Honour 


of this Reign, next to the ſettling of the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion) It is made Treaſon to 
make any Stamp, Dye, Mold, ec. for Coin- 
ing, except by Perſons employ'd in the Mint; 
and Felony to colour Metal like Gold and 
Silver. A Reward of 40 J. order'd for ap- 
prehending Robbers on the Highways. 


A new Parliament to be choſen onee in 
three Years, and no Parliament to continue 


longer 
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longer than three Years: Candidates not to 
make Preſents to, or treat Electors, after the 
Teſte of the Writ 3 Forty Days to be allow'd 
between the Teſte and Return of Writs of 
Summons to Parliament ; Sherifts three Days 
after rhe Receipt of Writs to iſſue out Pre- 
cepts to Boroughs, who are to proceed to 
Election in eight Days, exc. Falſe Returns 


of Members incur double Damages; and 


Perſons giving uy Reward for a falſe or 


double Return to forfeit 300 J. Actions may 


be proſecuted againſt Perſons entitled to Pri- 

vilege, after Diſſolution or Prorogation, and 

after Adjournment for above 14 Days. 
Jurymen to have 10 1 per Annum Free- 


hold or Copy hold, and Taleſmen 5 J. a Year. 


Perſons failing in the Payment of ſmall Tythes 
under 40 s. to be obliged by Juſtices of the 
Peace; who have Power on Complaints to 
ſummon the Party, examine and determine: 


Two Thirds in Number and Value of Cre- 


ditors to compound Debts with Debtors (re- 


peal'd) Inland Bills of Exchange to be Pro- 


teſted, on Non- payment; and Promiſſory 
Notes for Payment of Money to a Perſon or 


Bearer, to be good in Law and aſſignable 


over as Inland Bills of Exchange: An Act to 
prevent throwing or firing of Squibs under 
Penalties; and a Law for ſuppreſſing of Blaſ- 
phemy and Prophanenelſs. 


A Statute was now allo made for SUP- 


preſſion of Pirates, who are to be tried at 


Sea or upon the Land, by a Court of Admi- 


ralty 
0 
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ralty appointed by Commiſſion ; Combining 
to yield up Ships to Pirates, ſetting out Pi- 
rates, concealing them, or recciving their 
Goods, adjudg'd Piracy: All Searien to pay 
64. per Month to Greenwich Hoſpital; and 
Regiſter'd Seamen, Watermen, exc. diſabled 
for Service, to be admitted into the Hoſpi- 
tal and provided for: Watermen of London 
made a Company, under the Governance of 
the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen : 
Eight Hundred Coaches and Two Hundred 
Chairs to be Licens'd in London and Meſt. 
minſter ; and their Fare appointed. 
Poor Priſoners for Debt were in this Reign, 
freed from their Impriſonment; and ſome 
other good Laws were made: But as this 
was a Reign of War, it produc'd a great 
many more Taxes than any other ; A Land 
Tax from 1s. to 45. in the Pound, a Poll 
Tax, a Stamp Duty, a Duty on Windows, 
on Leather, a Tax on Burials, Births, Mar- 
riages and Batchelors, were granted by the 
Parliament; as a certain great Wit obſerv'd, 
we were taxed from Head to Foot. All Per- 
ſons in Office, Members of Univerſities, Law- 
yers, Oc. were to take the Oath of Abjura- 
tion of the Pretender, or be diſabled to en- 
joy their Places or to Practiſe, and be inca- 
pable to fue in Law or Equity, or to be 
Guardian or Executor to any, and to forfeit 
the Sum of 500/. . 

And effectually to ſuppreſs the remaining 
Seeds of Popery, it was Enacted in this King's 

- Time 
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Time, that Perſons educated in the Roman 
Catholick Religion, not raking the Oaths 
when they come to Age, ſhall be diſabled to 
inherit the Lands of their Anceſtors, and the 
next Proteſtant Heir to enjoy their Eſtates 
during their Lives. The Parliament of King 


Milliam enter'd into an Aſſociation to defend 


his Majeſty's Perſon and Government againſt 
Plots and Conſpiracies. 

In the Reign of the glorious Queen Anne, 
ſeveral excellent Statutes were Enacted: An 
Act for the Finiſhing and Adorning the Ca- 
thedral Church of St. Pauls: A Statute for 
puniſhing of Acceſſories to Felony, and Re- 
ceivers of ſtolen Goods, and to prevent the 
wilful Burning and Deſtroying of Ships, which 
is made Felony : An Act for the Encourage- 
ment and Increaſe of Seamen and Navigati- 
on: for the diſcharging out of Priſon Infol.- 
vent Debtors who ſhall be willing to ſerve 
in the Fleet or Army; and Acts for Raiſing | 
Recruits for the Land-Forces and Marines; 
for puniſhing Mutiny, Deſertion, and falſe 
Muſters, and for the better Payment of the 
Army and Quarters : Juſtices of Peace had 
Power to iſſue their Warrants for idle Per- 
ſons, and deliver them over to Officers to Re- 
cruit the Army. DP 

Deeds and Conveyances of Mannors, Lands, 
Tenements and Hereditaments in the Coun- 
ty of Zork, and in Middleſex, to be Regiſtred, 
or to be void: It were to be wiſh'd this Law 
was more general, for the Suppreſſion of 

Frauds: 
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Frauds : An AQ for the Amendment of the 
Law, and the better Advancement of Juſtice: 
To prevent Frauds committed by Bankrupts, 


making it Felony to conceal their Effects; 


and a Law for the better Collecting of Chari- | 
ty-Money on Briefs, and preventing Abuſes 
relating to ſuch Charities, the Sums Collect- 
ed, Place and Time, are to be Indorsd in 
Words at Length, and Sign'd by the Miniſter : 
and Churchwardens, who are to deliver the 
Brief and the Money Collected to the proper 


Perſons, under the Penalty of 20 /. 


An Act for the better Preſervation of the | 
Game; Higlers, Chapmen, Carriers, Victu- 
allers, &c. having in their Cuſtody or telling | 
Hares, Pheaſant, Partridge, or other Game, 
to forteit 5/. To prevent the Laying of Wa- | 


gers relating to the Publick: To preſerve the 


Privileges of Ambaſſadors and Publick Mi- 
niſters, of Foreign Princes, prohibiting Arreſts | 


of them or their Servants: And for the bet- 


ter Prevention of Miſchiefs that may happen 


by Fire, whereby Servants thro' Negligence 


cauſing any Houſe to be burnt, are to forfeit 
100 J. or be committed to the Workhouſe 
for 18 Months; Engines to be kept, and Fire- 


Cocks to be fixd at proper Places. 


Authors of Books already Printed, and 


Bookſellers who have purchas'd Copies alrea- 

dy Printed, to have the ſole Right of Printing 

them for 21 Years ; and of Books not yet Print- 
ed, the Time is limited to 14 Years; the Arch 
Biſhop of Canterbury, Lord Chancellor, & 
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to Reform unreaſonable Prices of Books. May- 
ors of Towns to ſet the Prices of Bread; and 
if they find any wanting in Weight, or defici- 
ent in Goodneſs, they may ſeize the ſame and 
give it to the Poor. A Reward order'd from 
10 to 20, ooo J. for Diſcovery of the Longitude 
at Sea: A Law was made to reſtrain Ga- 
ming, declaring Securities for Money won at 
Play, void; and if any Perſon loſe by Gaming 
at one Time 10/. he may recover the ſame 
from the Winner: And an Act was grant- 
ed for the puniſhing of Vagabonds, wherein 
Wandering Patent-Gatherers, Fencers, Play- 
ers of Interludes, &c. are declar'd Vagrants. 

To attempt to kill a Privy. Councellor in 
the Execution of his Office is made Felony. 
Perſons qualified to be Members of Parlia- 
ment are to have an Eſtate of Freehold or Co- 
pyhold of 600 J. per Annum, a Knight of the 
Shire, and 3oo/. a Year a Citizen and Bur- 
geſs; Colluſive Grants not to be made to 


multiply Votes for Election of Knights of 


the Shire: On the Demiſe of her Majeſty, or 


any King or Queen, the Parliament to con- 
tinue, and all Grants, Offices, ec. to be in 


Force Six Months; the next Proteſtant Heir 
to the Crown to be proclaim'd, and Perſons 
endeavouring to deprivethe next in Succeſſion 


from ſucceeding,to be guilty of High Treaſon. 


AQts of Grace for Releaſing poor Priſoners 
were made and paſs'd by this Queen; allo 
Acts for Securing the Church of England, 
and to prevent the Growth of Schiſm; 
tor making more Effectual her Majeſty's 
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gracious Intentions for Augmenting of che 
Maintenance of the poor Clergy, by na- 
bling her to grant the Revenues cf irſt 
Fruits and 'Tenths for that Purpoſe ; for 
the better Maintenance of Curates, c. 
which, with the Act for Building 50 new 
Churches, have given her the Name of he 
Pious Queen Anne. 

A Land Tax was granted and coi::i- 
nu'd in this Reign; with ſeveral Duties, n 
Windows, Soap, Candles, c. and at tis 
Time Liberty was given to the South-Sea- 
Company, and other Corporations, to carry 
on a Trade, and Encourage the Fiſhery; tho 
theſe Companies had not then the Powers 
they have had ſince, nor did they make that 
Uſe of the Powers they had granted them, 
as has been done in later Times. 


The many great and glorious Actions of 
this Queen's Reign, are too freſh Imprinted 
in every one's Memory to need any particu- 
lar Mention : 'The greateſt King of France 
that ever liv'd, was Subdu'd and brought to 
Peace; and the greateſt Victories that ever 
were known obtain'd by our Armies, of 
which Rameſſes and Blenheim can witneſs ; 
but the greateſt Tranſaction of the Queen, 
in Parliament, was the UNION of Scot- 
land; a Thing attempted in many Reigns, 
but wholly reſerv'd for her late Majeſty. 

Upon the Death of the Queen, his preſent 
Majeſty King George, as the next Proteſtant 
Heir by the Act of Settlement, was advanc'd 
to the Crown: And the chief Acts hitherto 
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made in his Reign are the following: An 
Act to extinguiſh the Hopes of the Pretender 
and his Friends, ordering 1co, ooo J. Reward 
for the Apprelienſion of the Pretender: An 
Act to explain the Statute made in the 
Twelfth Year of the Reign of King William, 
Entitled an Act for the further Limitation 


of the Crown, and better ſecuring the Rights 


and Liberties of the Subject : An Act for 
Repealing ſo much of the Act of the 12th 
and 13th of King William intitled An Act 
for the further Limitation of the Crown, &c. 
as Enacts, That no Perſon who ſhall come 
to the Poſſeſſion of the Crown, ſhall go out 
of England without Conſent of Parliament. 
A Statute to impower his Majeſty to ſecure 
and detain ſuch Perſons as his Majeſty ſhall 
ſuſpect are conſpiring againſt his Perſon and 
Government: An Act to Indemnity ſuch Per- 
ſons who have acted in Defence of his Ma- 
jeſties Perſon and Government, and for the 
Preſervation of the Peace, during the Time 
of the late Rebellion, from vexatious Suits 
and Proſecutions: An Act for enlarging the 


Time of Continuance of Parliaments, from 


three Years to Seven Years: An Act to pre- 
vent Tumults and Riotous Aſſemblies, ma= 


king Rioting Felony : And an Act for the 


Tranſportation of Felons, within the Bene 
fit of Clergy. 


An Ad for ſtrengthening the Proteſtant 


\ Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms : An Act for the 


puniſhing of Mutiny and Deſertion, and the 
better Payment of the Army: An Act to pre- 


vent 
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vent Pius e £7 a on the E 
creaſe 55 Naval Stores: An Act tor Rege 
ting of Pilots: The Qua rentine Act for Pre 
vention of the Plague being brought 1105 
this Kingdom; and the Act of Repeal of che 
Clauſes in it, relating to Barracks, caſtings 
av round Towns, G. 5 

Act for the Relief of Inſolvent Dehs.. 
is "Xo Act for enlarging the Capital Stoc' 
of the South Sea Company, and for Raiſing, 
Money to be applied for leſſening of the 
publick Debts: An Act for Raiſing Five Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds, upon the Civil Liſt, 
Revenues, by charging Annuities of 5 J. per 
Cent. till Redeem'd by the Crown: An Act 
for granting the Quakers ſuch Forms of Af- 
firmation as may remove the Difficulties 
many of them lie under. 

Theſe are the Chief of the Laws and Sta- 
tutes of the preſent Reign, (beſides thoſe that 
have been made for granting of Taxes) on 
which J forbear to make any Comment, there 
having been already ſufficient, Animadver- 
fions' upon them ; particularly in a Treatiſe 
F itled, A Compleat | Hiſtory of the late Sep. 
tennial Parliament. I ſhall therefore only 
make this general Reflection, that all Par- 
Tiaments have i in ſome Mcaſure Erred, but, as 
to Liberty and Property, and every Thing 
elſe affecting the Welfare of the People, none 
perhaps ſo much, ſo openly, and fo barefac'd; 
as a Parliament we had 3 in el, 
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